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BY LINDSEY ANDERSON
SGN STAFF WRITER

Fifty years ago, a targeted arson attack
on a Gay bar in New Orleans became the
deadliest attack on the LGBTQ+ com-
munity in the United States. The Pulse
Nightclub shooting surpassed it in 2016.
Although the New Orleans tragedy killed
32 people and injuring at least 15 more, few
today remember the UpStairs Lounge Fire.

A botched response from the city

At7:56 pm on June 24, 1973, the UpStairs
Lounge erupted in in flames. Located in the
New Orleans French Quarter, the bar was
seen as a haven by many members of the
LGBTQ+ community, who were targeted
by law enforcement and persecuted for their
sexuality. Survivors of the fire recalled that
first responders failed to work diligently, and
their personal biases and homophobia were
responsible for many of the deaths that night.
One survivor reported to historian Johnny
Townsend that he heard a fireman say,
“Let the faggots burn.”

Patrons discovered the fire after an
unidentified person rang the building’s
buzzer. A bartender answered the door
only to find that the staircase leading up to
the second-floor bar had become engulfed
in flames. The bartender later reported hav-
ing smelled lighter fluid. The fire lasted for
16 minutes.

The response to the fire was abys-
mal. Reverend Bill Larson’s charred body
was left in the open, seared to a window-
sill, for all the public to see for four hours
before responders finally covered it with
a white sheet. Larson had been a pastor of
the Metropolitan Community Church, the
first Gay-focused denomination in the US;
members of its New Orleans church often
socialized in the UpStairs Lounge.

The bodies of a pair of lovers, George
“Mitch” Mitchell and Louis Broussard,
were also discovered in the aftermath,

clutching each other. Survivors recalled
that Mitchell initially escaped the blaze but
ran back to save his husband. Many in the
community felt that the city’s response was
a gawking excuse to publicly out and shame
survivors and the deceased.

Victims face shame, even after death

Many of the victims had been revered
community members before their post-
humous outings. Eleven of the men were
veterans, including Ferris LeBlanc, whose
body was thrown into an unmarked grave
and buried in a pasture. For 50 years,
LeBlanc’s family has fought for his
body to be exhumed and given a proper
military burial.

Most victims were denied burial or cer-
emonies at their local churches after they
perished at the Gay bar. Several of their
families even refused to claim their bodies.
A local reverend, William P. Richardson,
held a prayer service three days after the
fire to remember the victims. In return for
his act of kindness, he received hundreds of
hateful letters from irate homophobes.

Even though the UpStairs Lounge was
the deadliest fire in New Orleans history,
the city refused to declare a day of mourn-
ing or lower it flags. It took two weeks
before the city released an official state-
ment. National press coverage of the event
was minimal. Only two news networks
featured segments on the fire — CBS gave
it less than three minutes, while NBC
delivered a brief, emotionless statement
before launching into a lengthy report on
the stock market.

To this day, many of the victims remain
unidentified. The arsonist was also never
identified. Police had a primary suspect in
the case, Roger Dale Nunez, a regular at
the bar, but they never made any arrests.
Tn 1980 the case went cold.
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Triumph after tragedy

Despite New Orleans’ atrocious response
to the fire, a hero did emerge. Steward But-
ler survived the fire and turned his trauma
into motivation. He became an activist in
Louisiana and successfully passed a non-
discrimination ordinance in 1991 that
outlawed discrimination on the grounds
of sexual orientation. In 1998 he success-
fully expanded it to include discrimination
against gender identity.

On June 22, 2022, the City of New
Orleans issued an official apology to the
victims and their families. “The City Coun-
cil deems it not only necessary but past due
to formally apologize to the victims, sur-
vivors, and families atfected by the 1973
UpStairs Lounge fire for the way that those
who perished were not adequately and pub-
licly mourned as valuable and irreplaceable
members of the community,” he wrote.

Furthermore, New Orleans City Coun-
cil member J.P. Morrell initiated a new
search for the unmarked grave that holds
LeBlanc and the three unidentified victims.

The UpStairs Lounge fire was one of
the worst attacks in LGBTQ+ history and
serves as adifficult reminder of just how far
we’ve come in 50 years.
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HEALING
RAUMA OF
LONGING

BY NICK NORMAN, LICSW
SPECIAL TO THE SGN

It seems no mistake that the rainbow
has become the primary symbol for the
LGBTQ+ community. Each color rep-
resents an individual quality or virtue,
together standing for inclusion of people
from all backgrounds and identities.

Rainbows, however, come only after
rain. Likewise, many in the Queer com-
munity carry deeply painful experiences
of rejection, ostracism, and degradation.
Unsurprisingly, LGBTQ+ individuals
are overrepresented in mental healthcare.
‘We are more likely to experience anxiety
and depression and are at higher risk for
addiction and suicide. All this is a symptom
of trauma experienced around one’s sense
of self.

‘We often think of trauma as the result of
large and horrific experiences, but it also
comes from low-grade emotional wound-
ing that occurs over time. Dr. Gabor Maté,
a leading expert on addiction and trauma,
clarifies that “trauma is not what happens
to you, it’s what happens inside you as a
result of what happened to you.”

Two particularly harmful types of trauma
experienced by marginalized communities

like the Queer community are unbelonging
and dehumanization.

Unbelonging is the experience of being
an outcast because of some part of one’s
identity. The painful message is that we
are unacceptable, that something about us
makes us unworthy of love and belonging,

Related to this is dehumanization, a
deeper and more dangerous kind of unbe-
longing. Tt is the belief that certain people
are less than human and therefore do not
deserve humane treatment. This mindset
has been the seed of every kind of violent
movement against a specific group of peo-
ple throughout history.

Despite the progress of recent years,
dehumanization of the Queer community is
very much alive. We continue to see mis-
representation of and verbal abuse against
Trans people and drag queens, for example.
Violent attacks in Queer community spaces
continue, stuch as the mass shooting at Club
Q in Colorado Springs in November 2022.

These are not events from a less evolved
and distant past. This is the stark reality
that Queer people face today as we move
through the world. The seriousness of these

circumstances means that we need allies
who will speak up and step up when they
see mistreatment or hear language that
dehumanizes others. In the words of the
late Archbishop Desmond Tutu, “If you are
neutral in situations of injustice, you have
chosen the side of the oppressor.”

The antidote to unbelonging, dehu-
manization, and communal trauma is re-
humanization. This requires people to take
real action to undo injustice and give mar-
ginalized communities a voice. It requires
stepping back and listening to the pain of
others without trying to brush it off. If peo-
ple truly care about those who have been
pushed to the sidelines of society, then an
intentional effort must be made to lift up
marginalized people and bring them in.

For those of us who bear the wounds of
unbelonging and dehumanization, our task
is to engage in our own healing. We need
to have the self-compassion to reach out for
help, both from friends and mental health
professionals. We need to muster the cour-
age to be vulnerable and allow ourselves
to be truly seen by those we trust, with all
of our insecurities and imperfections. We

Photo by Tomé Louro / Pexels

must also give to ourselves that which we
did not get from others: respect, compas-
sion, and celebration.

Dr. Brené Brown describes this pro-
cess as developing true belonging: “True
belonging is the spiritual practice of believ-
ing in and belonging to yourself so deeply
that you can share your most authentic
self with the world and find sacredness in
both being a part of something and stand-
ing alone in the wilderness. Truebelonging
doesn’t require you to change who you are;
it requires you to be who you are.”

The storm is still raging, and the strug-
gle is not yet won. Yet as we work toward a
better world, we can lift ourselves and oth-
ers up. It’s above the clouds that the light
touches the rain and creates a rainbow, and
it is when we witness and honorthe collec-
tive trauma of others that real healing is
possible.

Nick Norman, LICSW, is the business
relationship manager at Mindful Therapy
Group, a diverse and collaborative nerwork
of licensed, independent mental health cli-
nicians serving Washington and Oregon.
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AND ITS LEGACY
OF PRISON ACTIVISM

BY DANIEL LINDSLEY
SGN STAFF WRITER

ounger readers might have
missed the Geo son Brigade. It v
one of the infamous “urban guerilla™ groups
active in the United States in the 1970s,
but the Pacific Northwest-based group was
unique in that most of its membership was
Queer — a mix of communists and anar-
chists whose ultimate goal was allegedly to
ited States government with a
ist form of rule.

y the brigade never made it
that far. One of its members, Bruce Seidel,
was killed by police while robbing a bank
in Tukwila in 1976. Five more had been

sted, charged, and imprisoned by 1978.
Despite many of them being given multiple
life sentences, by the turn of the century
most had been released without much fan-
fare, and their public presence since then
has been less militant, though some remain
active in leftist movements.

Why look back at a g
things up, stole money
with police in the streets? Partly because it’s
a lesser-known pie ific North-
west’s Queer history, and parth d
ers who are old enough to remember the 70s
may have been offered only a limited narra-
tive. Above all, many of the problems fac
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Seattle, the nation, and the Queer commu-
nity today are the same problems cited in the
GIB’s fiery communiques to media outlets
and police almost half a century a;

At the time, articles in the Seattle Daily
Times were quick to point out that the group
was radical n among leftists. The
rarely touched on the leftist ¢
actual concerns, h

Radio talked past the living members of the
GIB, as if they weren't alive today to speak
xperiences (though whether

ey would want to talk with KIRO

instead quoted John Arthur Wilson, the
author of the aforementioned Times pieces.
d mention the spe reasons
— soli-
darity with prisoners and unions, mostly
— and noted that in most of the incidents,
no one was injured. The radio story did not
mention that targeting property and not
people stated intent.
“It wasn’t a Leninist attempt to seize
state power,” says Daniel Burton-Rose,
author of Gu
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Mark Cook, Janine Bertram, and Ed Mead at the Northwest Film Forum in 2018
—Image courtesy of Revolutionary Audiobooks YouTube

Underground of the 1970s. “It was armed
ganda,” though he also notes that the
brigade was “pretty callous about hurting
other people.” particularly police of!
hom brigade members seriously
injured during shootouts.
“the FBI ordered a news

long after the GJB dis
the ATDS crisis was far more pressing for
Queer journalism.

The brigade marches on

Media coverage of the GIB never
entirely stopped, however, and neither did
the surviving members. Leaving out the
revolutionary lingo of the group’s media
communiques (“bourgeoisie.” “ruling

7 and the like), one of the brigade’s

chief points of contention was the prison
system, which many of them had experi-
ence with even before they became under-
ground revolutionaries.

Formerbrigade member Mark Cook was
interviewed by the Seartle Weekly in 2000,
when he was still in prison and on the verge
of being granted parole. He was the last of
the arrested “brigadiers™ to be released,

which apparently didn’t surprise him

“It’s something that we all understood
— that T would be the last one out, just
because I'm Bla he told the
from the Air Heights
Center. He was 62 years old at the time.

i 1 for the parole bo
T still believe in the philosopt
ng class looking out for the
but T don’t think that
lence is going to get people jobs. Violence
is something T would and counsel
against. T'll stand on the sidelines.

While in Walla Walla State Prison,
Cook organized a chapter of the Black Pan-
thers, launched the PIVOT pr
nect former prisoners with employers,
organized CONvention, an annual seminar
for prisoners, crime victims, judges, law-
yers, and social workers to discuss issues in
the justice system.

Along with the late Bruce Seidel,
Ed Mead was one of the earliest members
of the GIB. He was arrested on the same

eidel was killed. Tn Walla Walla,

he organized Men Against Sexism, a group
of Trans, Queer, and BIPOC people who
ithi ington State’s prisons

to dismantle the rampant rape culture there.

CELEBRATING 49 YEARS!
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"“The Brigade is composed of women and men warking together
50% of our members are women; al
sision-making ¢
pation in all actions is done by women.
Rather, we operate in a collective and dercoratic manner,
We share skilis and :mhc so that all of us are
of the tasks, menial and manual, that our work requires.”

capabilities of all of us,
capable of performing any

““OUR LOSSES ARE HERVY
BUT WE ARE STILL HERE
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toward revolution.

Jackson Brigade Political S

Captured

Janine Bertram
At [east

{ of the women are leshians; at least half of the
omes from women; at Jeast 50% of the planning and partici-

We have no TMastermind’ and no single leader.
using and developing the skills and
working tcw&*d being

Statement

A pamphlet from supporters of the George Jackson Brigade, from Creating a Movement with Teeth —

Image courtesy of libcom.org

Rebels make
death threats
in class war

SEATTLE {AP) — A revolutionary

Seattle welcomes back radical
queer activists from the 1970s

An Interview wnth Lesbian activist Bo (Rita D. Brown)

group calling itself the George I
Brigade has claimed responsibility for a
January bank robbery aftempt and the
violent March raid that freed one of the
defendants in the case, 2 Seatile news-
paper said Sunday in a copyrighted sto-

y.

In a letter to the Seattle Post-Intel-
ligencer, the group alse vowed to topple
‘what it called the “ruling clags” and kill
whenever it felt it necessary, the P-l
said.

The orge earlier had cl
responsibility for four bombings in
‘Washington state.

The communigue made it clear the
attempted holdup of the bank branch iz
the south Seaitle suburb of Tukwila
‘was 10 finance their activiries.

“There can be no revolution without
money — for weapans, explosives, sur-
vival, organiring, printing, etc.”

“The people are poor,” the letter
added. “We will make the ruling class
pay for its own destruction by egpro-
priating our funds from them and their
Daules.™

It continued: “While we don't par-

:icnln-.rly want to shoot police, we don't

cere either. We will shoot

without hes:mnma any police officer
who endangers us."

The group vowed “io get justice”
for what it called the murder of Bruce
Seidel in the robbery at

Seidel was shot to death in & duel

with police following the bank robbery.

by Scott Winn

On Saturday August 14 at 7:30 pm at
Capital Hill's Central Lutheran Charch
(1710 11th Ave), bo (rita . brown) and Ed
Mead will speak about their involvement
ry struggles of the 1970
f the George Jackson
Brigade. The event will raise money for
African A 1 political prisoner Mark
Cook, wh rved aver 23 wears for his
involvem h the Brigade. It is ex-
pected } 1e will be released from the Wash-

api nsuml by the Washington Prison
l‘rmruw’ure info. call 324 B165)

The George Jackson Brigade was an
underground group mude up of mastly ex-
and working class {olks, with a
heavy queer influence. They banded to-
gether o support the massive movement
for social changs that had developed over
the previous decade around the civil rights

and anti-war movements, The Brigade ex-
eculed a series of politically motivaied
bombings on property in solidarity with
striking  workers and pr s,
farmworkers, the American Indian Move-
ment, and Black construction wi . The
Brigade was careful to bomb only when
huiman life was not af risk. They commu
nicated their political motivations through
widely distributed communigues, The Bri-
gade: robbed banks throughout the North
west to fund their underground life and
political work.

Ed Mead spent I8 years in prison for
his political actions associated with the
Brigade. While in Washingon State’s Walla
Walla prison he and ather prisoners formed
Men Agai ism, an organization of
Gay and anti-sexist men which succeeded
in putting an end to prisoner on prisoner
rape. Acomplex network of the buying and
selling of Gay and/of vulierable prisoners
for sex had developed. The organization
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A clipping from The Oregonian on the GJB —
Image courtesy of The Oregonian Archives

In 2021, Mead wrote an article for the
San Francisco Bay View, a national news-
paper oriented around Black Americans, in
which he spoke of how the prison system
had changed over the decades — which
actions had made lasting improvements,
and which ones hadn’t. He claimed that the
Prison Lives Matter movement would be
the next to carry the torch of prison reform
and abolition.

GIB member Rita “Bo™ Brown, an Ore-
gon-born Butch Lesbian who was known
as the “Gentleman Bank Robber” for her

virtually stopped the practice and created
an environment where men could have lov-
ing medations. While they organized they
drew suppart from men on the outside.
bo( rita dbrown ) was part of éarly queer
organizing in Seanle. She recalls the Gay
c Allianee doing oulreach in the bars
mL few years following Stonewall. In the
early 70s, she co-founded Leftist Lezzies to
fighl hility in the Seattle Liberation
Caalition, which coasisted of 30 progressive
organizations working against the Vietnam
War. Brown served eight years in federal
prison afier being convicted for a politically
motivated bank robbery in 1978 as pari the
igade. Brown was known
as the “Gentle Bankrobber” due (0 her
Kindness to tellers and her buleh stance and
costuming. She outwitted authorities, who
were Inoking for a man, for several years.
Of her time in prison Brown comments, "It
sirengthencd my political perspective. It
ahuwcd me without a doubt the level of in-

tem stronger.”

| TBICYCLE |
() DOCTOR |

BDUITA D.BROWN) |99%

After being released from prisen, Brown
co-founded Out of Control: Lesbian Com-
mittee 10 Support Women Political Prison-
ersin 1987, The Committee educates about
and sends support 1o women imprisoned for
radical palitical work in the 70s and 80s.
Laeal writer scon winn, of the Washingon
Prison Project, interviewed Brown in her
home in Oakland, California

Why was Qut ef Control:
Lesbian Committee to Support
Wi Political Prisoners

I ——} MOBILE BICYCLE REPAIRS I
1) orr &

1 with 2nd bike at full-pric
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-789-7336 ]

Ojer eoxpires 821199

- -l

formed?

Wi have beenin existence for 12 years.
Part of the reason we formed was because
if we do nat say the word Lesbian in the
realm of anything we do in the world we
will be forgotten. [ don't know why but that
word Leshian is really hard to.come out of
people’s mouth

The SGN on the return of Ed Mead and Bo Brown -

polite way of demanding funds from tell-
ers, died in 2021 of complications from
dementia — but not before contributing to a
biographical documentary in 2017, and to a
great number of prisoner advocacy organi-
zations like Critical Resistance.

Brown told Burton-Rose in Guerilla USA
that the leftist groups in the 60s and 70s
were hardly welcoming to Queer people.

“The Seattle Liberation Coalition, an
umbrella group of Left-oriented organi-
zations in the city which had come out of
the anti-war movement, couldn’t say the

Image courtesy of SGN Archives

word ‘lesbian,”” Brown said. “They could
not say the word ‘lesbian,’ in anything that
they said, and any position they took. They
could barely say ‘women.”

A little under half of the gang got back
together at the Northwest Film Forum in
2018. Cook, Mead, and Janine Bertram
answered questions from the audience after
a screening of Cozy Cuddly, Armed and
Dangerous, a documentary about the group.

“The question of next steps is an inter-
esting one,” Bertram said. “Tt’s not some-
thing for me to answer, because I'm 67

years old and don’t have much time on the
planet left. . . . Conditions are very dif-
ferent now than they were when we were
underground.”

“One thing that can be done . . . is the
demand to end slavery,” Mead said. “To
modify the 13th Amendment so as slavery
will no longer exist inside the nation’s pris-
ons.”

“We believe in class consciousness,
Cook added. “That’s a long way to go, to
get prisoners to believe this, but that’s what
we're gonna struggle to do.”

”»
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Kevin Wang, M.D., MEDICAL DIRECTOR
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<BLACK TRANS

ACTIVIST -.
ARRESTED

ON

E OF PRIDEMONTH

BW LINDSEY ANDERSON
SGN STAFF WRITER

The New York City Police Depart-
ment kicked off Pride by arresting Qween
Jean, a well-known Black Trans activist.
Jean helped to organize the May 31 Trans
Revolution Rally and March in Washington
Square Park. The small gathering of nearly
60 protesters intended to stand against the
plethora of anti-Trans laws passed in recent
weeks across the United States.

Although the protesters remained
nonviolent, an excessive police response
awaited them. NYPD deployed its Strategic

VISIT US ONLINE SGN.ORG

Response Group, a unit often sent by the
NYPD to deal with “out

tests. The SRG has been known to quickly
resort to violent measures like using tear
gas and pepper spray.

Violation of the first amendment?

The police outnumbered the protesters
and threatened to arrest anyone who stepped
into the streets. Outraged, Jean commented
that threatening protesters with arrest vio-
lated their first amendment rights.

“We have a right to assemble. We havea
right to gather in these streets,” Jean called
out to the police with her megaphone. The
protesters stayed out of the streets for most
of the event as they sang and chanted. The
NYPD blared a long-range acoustic device
to drown out the activist’s chants through-
out the da

New York activist Brenna Lip, who was
on the scene during the protests, recalled,
“The only people blocking the roadways
were the New York Police Departmen

4yt

0 courtesy of
Qween Jean Instagram @qween_jean /
@stas.ginzburg
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Eventually, the NYPD overtook the side-
walk as well. Lip described it as a “wave of
terror” that had come to apprehend Jean.

The protesters scattered when police
broke onto the sidewalk, and Jean took off
running. She made it to a deli, where police
eventually apprehended her and forc-
ibly carried her off into a van. They also
arrested three other protesters.

Who is Qween Jean?

Jean has been an active force in New
York. She was one of the lead organizers for

onewall Protests, a move-
ment composed of Black and Trans activists
who marched in New York City every Thurs-
day following the murder of George Floyd
and demanded the defunding of police.

Jean also founded Black Trans Libera-
tion, a mutual aid organization dedicated
to eradicating homelessness in the Black
Trans community. The organization pro-
vides fresh food to those in need and hosts
community events such as the Juneteenth
Celebration Ball.

The day after her arrest at the Trans
Revolution Rally and March, Jean was
released from prison. She was charged with
using a megaphone without a permit. The
New York Civil Liberties Union issued a
statement condemning the NYPD: “The
arrest of Qween Jean, a well-known orga-
nizer and pillar to her community, for using
a megaphone to address those who have

athered, reflects a ice by the SRG to
escalate tensions with the community.”

Many activists involved in the May 31
protest believe the police specifically tar-
geted Jean and intended to send a message
of fear with her arrest.

Qween Jean speaks out

Since her release, Jean has spoken
out about the incident. “Fighting for jus-
tice is not a crime,” she said. “Depleting
our resources, targeting innocent people
and their families, and upholding white
supremacy is an act of treason and must be
dismantled immediately!”

Jean is using her arrest to remind the
community what Pride Month is about.
“We must reclaim and renew the intention
of Pride. We will protest until we are ALL
free.” she declared. “They failed Marsha,
sylvia, Amanda Milan, and the countless
sisters and siblings who've been taken by
gun and transphobic violence! We fight
like neverbefore. Those statues in Sheridan
Square are the epitome of whitewashing.
‘We owe it to our ancestors, our youth, and
to ourselves to free each other. Black Trans
lives still matter.”
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2023 MENJN'DANCE

Choreographers Showcase
October 6-7, 202 ‘exit'Space's _ﬂlOD Theatre

en tickets go live!

3 . o [EhEE
"- _lndance @menindancesea =
|

Welcome to Seattle Rep's
2023/24 SEASON

August 25 - 27, 2023
by William Shaltespears
Adaptation, Music & New Lyrics by Todd Almond
Conceived by Lear deBessonet

3711L1V3S

din

September 22 = October 15, 2023
From The 7 Fingers
Directad, Written & Choreographed by Shana Carroll

October 20 - November 19, 2023
Conceived & Directed by Amy Draper
Book by Stewart Melton | Music & Lyrics by Finn Anderson

o

10 - Decembar 17, 2023
by Kate Hamill
Adepted from the Movel by Louisa May Alcott

Janvary 19 - February 11, 2024 __#i
by Octavie Salis -

March 1= 31, 2024
by Martyna Majok

April 12 - May 12, 2024
by James ljames

7 7 | ¢
JINKXNONSDONS M AT OR sum'

' s -wmzsion T“,EEL*IE" AGAI

SICAL CONCERTS

FESTIVAL SUMMER CL

FORT WORDEN | PORT TOWNSEND

AUGUST 12—SEPTEMBER 10 ) = .*
tickets: olympicmusictestival.crg m ;
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AND WHAT

BY CAMERON MARTINEZ
SGN INTERN

WHAT NOT TO BUY
THIS PRIDE

PRIDE
2023

Coca-Cola

Ever since major companies discovered
Queer people have money, a plethora of
Pride merchandise has been released every
June. Some items are stylish and cool, but
most are a cheap way of making extra cash
for the company. Tn all fairness, major com-
panies have increased their donations and
Queer artist partnerships this year, but
tacky merch still exists.

In response to articles relating to Pride
merch people should buy, SGN has decided
to provide a list of items you should not buy
this month. Keep in mind this list was cre-
ated by a 22-year-old Lesbian, so the opin-
ions in this article may differ from yours
and that’s totally fine.

Anyways, behold four things not to buy
this Pride month.

Any item from the

Coca-Cola Pride line

When people outside of the United
States think of this country in a nonpo-
litical context, the first things they usually
think of are Coca-Cola and McDonald’s.
The iconic red Coca-Cola logo has slith-
ered its way into every facet of American
life, including Pride month.

The obvious money grab by the soda
giant includes a variety of rainbow-col-
ored products with words like “Love” and
“Together is Beautiful” written on them.
The design makes it seem like Coca-Cola
thinks Queer people are bottles of soda,
which in a way will make sense if the com-
pany sees people as only consumers of its
product. The merchandise also gives the
impression that the wearer likes soda, not
necessarily Queer people. None of the pro-
ceeds go to Queer charities, nor is there any
claim that Queer artists created the designs.

At least McDonald’s decided to focus
on a possible Queer icon, Grimace, this
Pride month. Daddy Grimace is way more
intriguing than anything made by Coca-
Colathis year.

Tf you want to wear soda-themed merch
for Pride month, check out the earrings
created by Queer artist Nicole Brennan.
Their website includes items that parody
major brands. For instance, a pair of ear-
rings features the word “Spite” written in the
Sprite font. Shop Nicole Brennan’s jewelry
at https:/iwww.nicolebrennandraws.com.

continues on page 21
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TURNPIKE TROUBADOURS
LACH BRYAN
=] WILLIE NELSON & FamiLy
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& MUSICIANS
7\ I_ ARRIED ASSOCIATION

OF SEATTLE

LOCAL 76-493, AFM

S | “onprey

Tle Euveryone o

OR 20 seattlemusicians.org

SEATTLE

THTTOD

EXPO
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Receive truly

affirming health l—len'ﬂq Bisc".o]%e‘rger \/io'ins
care in a safe and Third Generation Violin Maker
comfortable setting 22 “Voted Evening Magazine’s

Best of Western WA!"”

Vigil Family
Medicine

Specializing in LGBTQ+ health care
(253) 693-0071
vigilmd.com
drvigil@vigilmd.com

www.kirklandviolins.com
(425)822-0717

BECAUSE
OUR PETS
ARE OUR
FAMILY

Sales Appraisals Repairs Rentals

INCLUSIVE

| Z? a?-‘”"
Spay/Neuter "
Pet Adoption GPawgtwe

& Pet Retentior Alliance

pawsitivealionce.org

PLYMOUTH

United Church of Christ
1217 6th Ave WA 98101

RADICALLY INCLUSIVE,
WELCOMING and AFFIRMING

seattle first baptist

Harvard and Seneca MADRONA
an ecumenical, progressive, baptist church |  sesking the Beloved Community

through the Liberating Love of Jesus  Www.MadronaGrace.org

VISIT US ONLINE SGN.ORG JUNE 23, 2023 SGN 19



the

HANDMAIDE

SHOVWWROOM

Find us on the 3rd Floor

o hezel & kiln

sister

Pacific Place - 600 Pine Street - downtown Seattle
(12pm - 7pm) Open Every Day (12pm - 6pm)

thehandmadeshowroom.com bezelandkiln.com

Seattle Gay News Podcasting Network Presents

5

® Through the publications L
= they know and trust. -

Hosted b)f SGN's favorite neurudivergent

bisexual advice columnist, Being Yourself

NATIONAL m Representing the “best of the best” Loudly illuminates the beautiful and chaotic
LGBT in LGBT media, with over i "

MEDIA EE—  million readers vieekly path of becoming the best version of yourself —
ASSOCIATION mmm in print and online even if your brain is chemically imbalanced.
[ ?

Topics like mindfulness, self care, sex, and

more are explored biweekly.

212-242-6863
AN FIND BEING YOURSELF
LR LOUDLY WHEREVER YOU
Il R Tl LISTEN TO PODCASTS!

Hee EE VSGN Sady e Y., comm

s dogeies | Wi P ucderdale | Foow Yo | Dencioama iy | Phaseiohes | Sas Francizes | Sewste | Yiahiogion B
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The Cartoon Network

Fanatics

Any item on Amazon from a seller

you can’t find information about

Everybody who has shopped on Amazon
has seen this seller. It usually has a run-on
sentence as a shop name and uses way too
many tags.

Here’s what the tags say on ashirt by LGBT
Love Equality Queer Same Love Shirts &
Gifts on Amazon, “Awesome Shirt for for
Drag Queens or homosexual and trans Rally
and Demonstration. Show awareness of same
love and support for the glam lgbt rainbow
community and dont assume any gender. Per-
fect for coming out bisexual pansexual and
intersex men and women. This Tee a great
giftidea for men, women and kids, fathers,
mothers, brother, sisters, aunties and uncles
who love to support the gay and trans same
love community and other sexual orientation.
Perfect for Marriage wedding Birthday and
Xmas.LGBTQIA. (sic)”

Ifit’s hard to read the description and you
can’t find any information about the seller,

don’t buy the product. There’s no way of
seeing where your money will go after pur-
chasing the item.

Most Pride merchandise on Amazon’s
website is from these types of sellers, but
there is a way to support Queer-owned
businesses or artists through the site. If you
search for the item, you want to click on the
brand listed above the name of the product
and look at the other items they sell. Does
the vendor have a link to its website or a
description of what the brand stands for?
‘When you look up the brand, can you find
any information about who runs it and where
it’s based? Small businesses using Amazon
as a storefront and distributor like to make
their brands known to the consumer, so this
information should not be hard to find.

Tf that’s too much work for you, check
out Pride Basics. It is a 100% Queer-owned
business that specializes in affordable
Pride merchandise.

Any item that Queerbaits characters

from TV shows and movies

Why do television and movie studios
think it’s okay to put two random characters
on a shirt and imply they’re in a Queer rela-
tionship? SpongeBob and Patrick are not
in a romantic relationship, nor are Tweety
and Sylvester. On another note, claiming
Tweety and Sylvester “Fight together with
Pride™ makes it look like the show creators
support domestic violence.

Queer characters do appear on televi-
sion and in films. If you're going to wear
Pride merch based on your favorite show or
movie, make sure they’re oniit.

Pretty much any Pride merch from

sportsteams

Every Seattle sports team has a Pride
line. The thing is, the lines for the Mariners,
Seahawks, and Kraken look pretty much
identical to each other. Allthree teams have
a shirt that says Seattle in rainbow colors

OL Reign

followed by the team’s logo. The Seattle
Sounders don’t use the same designs as the
other local teams; Sounders Pride merch is
identical to that of every other MLS team.

If these Pride lines had distinct differ-
ences, corporate-generated sports merch
would be forgivable, but it feels like no
cffort was put into the designs. On top of
that, there’s no indication that Queer artists
produced or influenced the art or that the
proceeds benefit Queer charities..

However, one Seattle sports team’s Pride
collection is original and gives back to the
community. All proceeds from sales of the
OL Reign’s “Protect Trans Kids” shirt go to
the Lavender Rights Project.

Well, there you have it: four things a
22-year-old thinks you shouldn’t buy. Hope
you all enjoy the remainder of Pride month
in your new merchandise.
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‘ PACIFIC NORTHWEST SHOP
www.pacificnorthwestshop.com

\i; Food and #om :Deco;b

4411 Wallingford Ave N, Seattle - (206) 535-6920
2702 N Proctor St, Tacoma - (253) 752-2242

{ FAMILY OWNED BUSINES

FROSTY BEERS
yjcoekTAILS

& TONYAWARD 1992 ™% TONY AWARD 1992 ™%,

¥, BESTBOOK OF AMUSICAL & ¥, BEST ORIGINAL SCORE &2

HOME OF THE

FAMOUS
CHILI-CHEESE B
B IG T OP t' ed Vvisit HarlequinProductions.org

Or calt 360-786-0151
2316 IND AVENUE BELLTOWN « SHORTYDOG.COM

Te Fed

SELF SERVE [ -
BUBBLE TEA /
in the Northwest E = E
o bobaup |
Sl Serve | ﬁ -
CELEBRATING ALL L OVE g vy, " o WAGHOS

Valid until August 31,2088

e [) @bobaupseattle

Not combine with an
~ash value

1601 15T AVE  ISADORAS.COM  206.447.1177 ‘ No ca
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BE GAY READ BOO

Happy Pride from the Seattle Public Library!

Find our LGBTQ+ reading recommendations,

Library Pride events for all ages, and more at
www.spl.org/Pride

JO0TH ANNIVERSARY - WOODEN 0 - FREE SHAKESPEARE IN THE PARKS

Anniversary Sale

5% OFF STOREWIDE

Shop in our Bellevue and Seattle showrooms or online at Kas
NOW - JUL‘r’ IOT“

THE TEMPEST

BY WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE
DIRECTED BY LEAH ADCOCK-STARR

JULY 6 - AUGUST b

FIND YOUR PARK AT
SEATTLESHAKESPEARE.ORG

SEATTLE
SHAKESPEARE
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ill be donated to Thelrevor Project. .




