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Op-Ed: GLAAD's Sarah Kate Ellis
bought chandelier with your donations

Note: This article is based on an inves-
tigation by the New York Times: Attps.4/
www.vEimes. com/20247/08/01 /hisiness/
gload-ceo-spending himi

Whal would you suggest i a politician
used public tax funds w rent a seven-hed-
room Swiss chatcan, remodel their home
office, rent a vacation home in Provinc-
clown lor their family, and enjoy firsi-class
air travel and Mereedes car service al their
whim? You'd likely call for their resigna-
tion, or at the very least an investigation to
determine if any laws were broken.

The same standards should apply Lo
leaders of our TGBT nonprofits. All the
examples 1 just mentioned were actions
taken by Sarah Kate Ellis, who has led
GTLAATD since 2014, While she has built a
lormidable organization, raking in millions
in donations, she scems o have hecome

HELP KEEP

BY MARK SEGAL

excessively comlortable with spending
those on her own lilestyle. There used lo
be a term for those in our communily who
ware overpaid: “Gay Tne.” Her spending is
nothing less ihan — and T'm heing polie
here — gay preed.

This is a subject 1 know well, having
fought mainstrean) media’s depictions and
censorship of the LGRBT communily — a
field that I, along with others, pioneered
in 1972, long hetfore GLAAD existed and
when Sarah Kale ENis was one year o1d.
We did this by disrupting live TV shows
like The Today Show, The Tonighr Show,
and The CBS tvening News with Walter
Cronfite. These actions led to apreements
willh CBS News (ihanks (o Walter him-
selly and with Av Wesiin at ABC in 1973,
Yeurs later, we worked with Cathy Renny,
who was the national news media direc-
tor at a new organization called GLAAD,
and we secured its lirst viclory by cancel-
ing a nationally syndicaied show called Dr.
Laurg.

Through these and other efforts, we
lought Lo give visibilily 1o our communily
and lil us oul of the darkness of invisibil-
ity. We did this ow of passion [or our com-
munity, making it possible for many of you
today Lo have the privilege 1o be your true
selves, TLwas a labor ol Jove, We did nol
receive chandeliers or chareaus. Most of the
time, we ended up in jail.

This week’s New York Times investiga-
live report reveals thal GTLAATYs Rllis has
lived a life of luxury on your donations —
into the millions of dollars. This includes
renting a seven-bedroom Swiss chatcau
and & vacation home in Provincclown,
remodeling her home ollice [or $20,000,
cnjoying Mercedes car service, and lying

As the third-o dest LGETQIA+ newspaper in the United States, the
Seattle Gay Mews ISGMI has bean 3 vital independent saurce of news
and entertainment for Seattle and the Pacific Narthwest since 1974,

fs we celebrate our 0th anniversary, we need your support to can-
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first class — along with a salary listed in
2021 ai $573,000, with addilional com-
pensation over $27,000. That's $600,000
withaut (ravel, for an organization thal has
ahall-million-dollar yearly iravel budgel.

But there’s one iten in the Times report
that stands out and should tell you all you
need to know: that $20,000 remodeling of
her home olfice included a chandclicr.

Nouprofits should not operate like this,
and such behavior would not be tolerated
in other communilics. Even righl-wing
organizations have been targels lor similar
practices. Just think of (he National Rifle
Association. Can you imagine the execu-
tive directors of the NAACP or Amnesty
International behaving similarly?

Ol course, GLLA AT spokespersen Rich-
ard Ferraro has attempied to defend her,
spouting lines similar to: *She's going to
conply with new rules,” “She needed the
lavish housing [or mectings,” and “We
don’t think she can get (hat honus ol $1.3
million in her final year.” Nothing 1s said
about (e $150,000 signing bonus, the
$250,000 exil bonus, or how her yearly
bonus sysiem works, For a group [ocused
on communications, Mr. Ferraro gets an F
i communicating.

In the last few days, T've spoken Lo
many LOGBT pioneers who've been lighting
for equality for over 50 years. Most of uy
request that Ellis never again deseribe her-
self as an activist, since many of us view
her as a profitecr.

The word aboul GLAATY is that they are
more interested in hobnobbing with celeh-
ritics to bring in donations. When you mis-
use those donations for home chandeliers,
Swigs chaleaus, and vacalion homes, you
start morphing into the lilsstyles of those
celebrities, which makes you part of their
world and not our world.

GLAAD has value lor our conmunity,
but for it to be repurable again, it has some
housecleaning to do. That means sweep-
ing out the disreputable Sarah Kate Ellis
and scarching for someone who will bring
(ransparency and honer back 1o (he organi-
ration, Tis focus should be on building com-
munity, not building chandelicrs.

Mark Segal is an American journalist,
lie is the founder and publisher of Phila-
delphia Gay News and has won numereois

Journalism awards for his column “Marf

My Words,” including best column by The
National Newspaper Association, Subur-
ban Newspaper Association, and the Soci-
ety of Professional Journalists.
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Upcoming Seat'tlse Arts & Lectures events to
showcase LGBTQ+ and BIPOC writers, innovators

This fall, Seattle Arts & Lectures (SAL)
is set to host an exeiting lineup of trailblaz-
ers and innovalive wrilers rom various
liclds, including Supreme Courl Justice
Kelanji Brown Jackson, pocl Dane, Smith,
and novelist Sandra Cisneros, among oth-
crs. Authors will cngage in discussions
regarding their latest works, celebrate their
previous ones, and delve inlo Q&A ses-
siong with special guests.

The SAL Presents series features authors,
artists, and prominent thinkers discussing
their latest works, as well as other exciting
literary surprises. Tast vear’s lineup lew-
tured Rick Riordan, Oliver Jeffers, David
Brooks, Kristin Hannah, Sohla T-Waylly,
and Kathleen Hanna, Other series include
the Lierary Arts series, Poelry series, and
Meel Cue series, among others.

The 2024-25 SAL Presents series

On Sept. 9, Justice Ketanji Brown Jack-
son will kick ofl the 2(24-25 SAL Pres-
cnts speaker scries in Benaroya Hall with
a discussion of her recent memoir. The
Lovely One, which chronicles her life story
and path o becoming a jurist and the firsy

BY KYLIN BROWN

Black woman o ever be appointed to the
Supreme Court.

“With this unflinching accounl, FLovely
One: A Memoir inviles readers inw her lile
and world, tracing her lamily’s ascent from
segregation Lo her conlirmation on Ameri-
ca’s highest courl wilhin the span of one gen-
cration,” reads the SAL websitc descriplion.

The second speaker in this year's series is
Connic Chung, whose recent work Conrie
delves into her breakthrough carcer as the
first Asian woman to succeed in the over-
whelmingly white- and male-dominated
lelevision news industry, Chung will speak
on Sept. 24 at Town Hall Seattle. ‘This
event also feawres a Q&A with Lmmy
Award—winning broadeast journalise T.ori
Maisukawa,

Chung was also the lirst woman Lo co-
anchor The CBS Evening Newy, the llag-
ship news hroadeast on CBS, and the scc-
ond woman to anchor any network evening
hroadeastin television history.

SAL Presents will continue its four-part
series on Oct. 20 at Benaroya Hall with
“A Conversation with Ta Nehisi-Coates,”
which will center on his Talest collection

L-TO-R: SANDRA CISNERQS, DANEZ SMITH, JUSTICE KETANJI

BROWN JACKSON. COURTESY SEATTLE ARTS & LECTURES.

of essays, The Message. 'T'he fourth auther-
speaker, Merlin Sheldrake, is not set to
come Lo Seallle unlil May 21, 2025,

Upcoming in the Poetry, Encore, and

Meet Cute series

On Scpl. 27, SALs Poclry serics will
bring Black, Qucer, and Pox poct and
wriler Dancz Smith [or aleciure aboud their
latest collection, Bluff.

Following 4 two-year artistic silence
after the death of George Floyd in Min-
neapalis, Bleff is 1Janez Smith's personal
reckoning with (heir role and responsibility
as a poet and with their hometown of the
Twin Cities.

“In this soaring collection, Smith turns
Lo honesty, hope, rage, and imagination 10
envision [utures that seem possible,” reads
the evenl description.

Then, on Oct, 8, by popular demand.
SALs Encore series will bring back to
Town 1lall Scaule Queer author Sandra
Cisnecros. a writer, pertormer, and artst.
whose widely celebrated novel The House
on Mange Streer recently turned 44). Cis-
neros’s Tast author alk with SAT. was in

Qctober of 2003 as the the coming-ot-age
novel turned 29, and still now, it remains a
beloved classic for readers of all ages and
walks of life,

Another notable LGBTOQ+ author, NYC-
based Casey McQuision, will join SAL as
d speaker for the three part romance-and-
joy-centered Mect Cule serics on Oct. 31 al
Rainier Arts Cener.

MeQuiston 1s well-known [or their hest-
sellers Red, Whiie & Royal Biue and One
Last Stop, and will discuss their compelling
new romantic comedy The Pairing, about
(wo Bisexual exes accidentally booking Lhe
same European food and wine tour. Gops!

Upcoming events from SAT also include
free local readings and performances
from the Writers in the Schools and Youth
Pociry Fellowship programs, such as the
four-part series “"Murmurations: Local
Voices Taking Flight.”

Find Seattle Arts & Lectares full eventy
lineup and buy tickets online at hepe/?
www.lectures.org/events. Ticket options

Jor all events include a pay what you can

soale and subscriprions,

Social group sprouts space for Seattle’s South Asian community

BY HANNAH SAUNDERS
SGN STAFF WRITER

Mango QTy dedicalion o Scallle’s
South Asian Queer and Transpender com-
munity has fAilled part of a social gap, The
group, which is only aclive on Instagram,
was organized by someone who wishes (o
TCINAI 0 ANOLY MCUS.

Iaving emerged irom an cvenl this
person organized called “Mange Bitches
Unite,” Mango YLy specifically caters to
those who identily as “desi” {(those [Tom
the Indian subcontinent) and pcople of
the South Asian diaspora, including those
who are Bangladeshi, Pakistani, Indian,
Sri Lankan, Nepalese, Afghani, or Bhuta-
nese. The group is inclusive of those who

have low exposure Lo foreign or modern-
cenury eulture.

Scuth Asian immigrants began deepen-
ing their Scattlke rools during the 1960s,
according Lo Visil Scaulle, which mentions
how the culwral Asian traditons have
influenced the city’s garden designs and
architecture.

“Seattle has other spaces and communi-
lies for East Asians, Southeast Asian, and
Pacific Islander folks, and none for the
brown-skinned folks of the Indian subcon-
tinental region, L am trying to fill that gap,”
reads an Instagram posl.

A picnic event on July 21 welcomed 21

THE

CLASSIC
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X

Mal sntrance

Book Today. o

allendees, and Mango QTs hopes o con-
tinue expanding the group.

“Today we apreed that we want this
group o be values aligned, We agreed
on anti-oppression values: abolilion, anti-
imperialism, ve-indigenization, and casic
aholilion,” states the post. “Although this
is a primarily social ¢cemmunity. there
may be opportunities to organize in the
fure.”

Those  inierested  can
@MangoQTs on Instagram.

follow
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LGBT+ Outdoors connects the Queer commiunity
with Washington's wilds

BY LAURA JOHNSON

The forests of Washinglon are filled with
more bears and fairies and other Queer
lypes in recent years, thanks Lo the stale’s
chapier of the LGBT+ Ouidoors program.
Queer people from Bellingham (o Spokang
have joined the international nonprofit to
lcarn outdoor skills, meet fellow nature
enthysiasts, and ind a welcoming wilder-
NESS COMMUuNily,

Brooke Fiscus, a program amhassador
[or the FyverctL arca, signed up for her posi-
tion hecause she wanted to combine her
love and knowledge of the owtdoors with
hier own identity as a Queer person.

“In my experience, 1 don't see many other
Queer |people] working in the outdoor
industry or [out] on the trails in the woods,”
Fiscus said. “T'm hoping that, by being an
exanple ol a Queer person whoe linds the
ouldeors grounding and sale, T can model
lor others (hat being invalvaed in oudoor
spaces is for everyone.”

Queering the pntdoors

LGBT+ Ourdoors is a national program
that facilitates group trips in outdoor set-
tings across the United States; it also puts

on LGRT OQuidoorlest, hosls a podeast,
and conductled a visibilily survey (o collect
inlormation about the expericnces of Queer
people in ouldoor seuings. There are local
chapter events 1oa.

Justin Yoder, tounder of LGBT+ Out-
doors, staried the program in Texas. His
main goals were (o combal “(he slercolype
that Gay people don’t like the outdoors and
o encourage the Queer community that
you can get outside too.”

Yoder started an Instagram page to
engage Queer people as he and his msband
Patrick hiked around the Fort Worth area.
During the COVID-19 pandemic, two peo-
ple comacted him about starting an anibas-
sador program locally.

One of the (irst events was a lighing (rip
in Texas. The ambassador told Yoder later
aboul a moment they had while sitling
underngalh a bridge, listening 10 Britngy
Spears. The amibassador asked the group iT
anyane had ever been lishing witl another
Queer person before, and nobody raised
their hand.

“lt really struck me and got me a little bit
emotional,” Yoder explained, “hecause yes,

i’s (olally fing and great 1o go do things
outdeors with our straight Iriends and
allics, but there’s something about doing
something with a core group that you can
understand and relate 1o in a deeper way.”

Washinglon cvents

Since 2020, LGBT+ Ouldoors has scl
up chaplers in 25 locations in the Uniled
Slalcs. Ambassadors volunicer their Limg
lo plan an event every two months and
are responsible for taking photos with the
program’s fag during each adventure.
The Washington chapter became active in
August 2023,

Fiscus has hosted activities such
as hikes in the M Baker-Snogualmie
National Forgst, a minigoll ouling, and a
backcountry camping (rip 1o Summit Take.
She found (he events 1o be rewarding.

“T've been able (o hear the stories of how
others got involved in the oudoors, as well
as learn about their lives. For many, it was
about connecting with people and hav-
ing fun. For others, it was their first time
backpacking or hiking in 4 specific region
they wouldn't feel comfortable being alone

A BACKPACKING TRIPTO SUMNMIT LAKE
PHOTO BY BROOKE FISCUS

in, Hiking and backpacking require a lol of
mental strength and tenacity, and [so] being
wilness (o people pushing themselves and
(hen being proud of their accomplishment
igingredible”

Cameron Loomis became an ambassa-
dor lor the Tacomia arca shortly afler Fiscus
Joined, As an avid outdoorsman, he found
Joy in guiding Queer peeple on some ol his
lavorile hikes in the arca.

“[The program] gave me an opportunily
to connect with the community and... to
work on my leadership skills, hecause it is
4 sate space for me as well,” Loomis said.

When he plans a hike, Loomis will con-
sider his favorite spots as well as a water
coniponent: 4 waterfall, lake, or river. In
Tuly, he led a sunscl hike on Mount Rainicr,

Conneeting with new people is dilficult,
especially in a space many Queer peaple are
told they do not belong in, The PNW oul-
doors social climale often favors heteronor-
malivity, bul the Washinglon T.GBT+ Oul-
doors chapter (https:ifwww.facebook.cony/
groups/lgbroutdoorswa) could be a great
place tor Queer people to start to comfort-
ably reconnect with the wonders of nature.

QLaw to celebrate 15 years
during “Falltacular” Queer bash

BY HANNAH SAUNDERS
SGN STAFF WRITER

Fifteen years after its founding, the
QLaw Foundation will marlk a milesione
this September with a “Falllacular™ cele-
bration al the Sea Mar Community Cenler,
9635 Tes Moines Mcemorial Drive S., on
September 27,

QLaw and the foundation have been
deeply intertwined in advocating tor Queer
issues during state legislative sessions, and
offer a variety of services to 2SLGBTQLA+
communities in Washington, including
direct legal services, trainings, consulta-
tions, advocacy, litigation support, amicus
work, and impact liligation.

What Ql.aw is miest proud of, however,

is heing a “constant presence for our conl-
munily and olfering support during their
most challenging times,” according 1o the
websisic

Allendees at the celebration can expect
gourmel food and drinks, dancing, music,
luminarics, perlormances — and precious
stomes. Community tickets cost $35, and
general admission tickets are $125. Dis-
counts are offered for groups. Those who
cannot physically attend have the option
view the party remotely free of charge.

For more information, visit fitgps:/wsvwe.
glawfoundation. org/falitacular,

Fallt
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Washington historian authors
nominations for two LGBTO+
landmark sites

BY LAURA JOHNSON

Early in her carcer, Susan Ferenlinos
worked as a public historian with a personal
interest in the LOBTOQ+ past. Recently, (he
Port Townsend—based rescarcher, widely
considered an expert in American Queer
history, authored two nominations for land-
marks with African American LGBTQ+
significance for the Historical Landmark
Nomination Committee meeting in May.

The nominations for the Azurest South in
Virginia and Slowe-Burrill Housc in Wash-
inglon, DC, mention (hat both buildings
have a place in Black Queer feminigt his-
(ory; in addition, the former has distinelive
architectural lealures.

Ferentinos worked for and with ihe
National Parks Service since 2016 with lim-
ited grant funding to compile cases for both
buildings to be considered as landmarks.
The properties were already included on the
national registry of historic places; however,
neither site was approved within the lens of
their LGBTQ+ impact. When Ferentinos set
oul o nominate the sites with other National
Park historians, she wanted 10 change the
prevailing narrative.

“Ti was clear 10...us Lthal...il we were not
convincing people of thay, then the failure
of (hat was in my writing, notin the ¢charag-
ter of the property,” she said.

As a micmber of the TLGBTQ+ comniu-
Nily and a passionale researcher, Feren-
tinos considered the nominations (o be a
personal milestone. She belicves that the
historical significance ol the 1wo siles is

imporiant (o Queer higtory in (heir own
right regardless of their [inal designations,
The Slowe-Burrill House was owned and
oceupied from 1822 1o 1937 by Luey Diggs
Slowe, an African American professor of
Hnglish and dean of women at Howard Uni-
versity. Slowe, joined by her romantic partner
Mary Burrill, was an advocate for racial, gen-
der, and sexuality equality at the university.
Avvurest South was designed and occu-
pied by Amaza Tee Meredith [rom 1939
until 1984. Meredith was an Alrican Amer-
ican professor of archilecture at Virginia
State Universily and made undocomented
modifications to the building over the
decades. Alongside her romantic parier,
Edna Meade Colson, she created a refuge
for others at their estate. The modern-
ist Azurest South stood out trom the sur-
rounding architecture at Virginia State
University (where Meredith taught), which
leatures a cookie-culter federalist style.
“The fact that Amaza [.ee Meredith had
the vision lor a modernist building, and that
it was a private residence as opposed (0 a
public space, is pretly distunetive for (hat
place and that time,” Ferentinos said.
Azurest South wag built directly across
from the YSU administrative building, in
defiance of the dean. “It was a really rough
time to be African American or Queer in Vir-
ginia. And the fact that this couple was draw-
ing atention to themselves and really going
against the grain by building this properly
and living in it openly as a couple — Treally
lelt thal it was worthy ol lederal recognition.”
Much of the historical landmark nomina-
tion was influenced by Tacqueline Taylor's
biography of Meredith litled Amaza fee
Meredith Imagines Hevself Modern. Pub-
lished in (he Tall of 2023, it brought more
atention Lo Axurest South, Tn the pream-
ble, Taylor wriles, “Secing the house for the
firsl time, T was struck by its idiosyneratic
character, particularly in this location.”

The National Landmark Nomination cri-
teria required Ferentinos to determine how
true the building remained to the historical
CconiexL.

“The irick is determining iCivsull relaing
an acceplable amount of imegrily,” Feren-
tinos said. She took photos and consulied
wilh experts 10 make (hat determination.
“Thal iz always a big conversation, and
with both of those properties, there had
heen fairly significant changes.... T was
doing the on-the-ground work, bul T was
hired by the National Park Service, so Thad
preservation stafl who were looking al the
phatographs Thad taken and weighing how

to approach the [issue of] integriry.”

Another nomination at the May meet-
ing not authored by Ferentinos pertained
1o American LGRTQ4+ history. The Boul-
der County Courthouse issued six mar-
riage licenses 1o same-sex couples in 1975,
which inspired national backlash againsi
Gay righis in the lawe 1970,

The sites have nol yet made it through (he
tull process of becoming National Histori-
cal Landmarks. Aller the May mecting, the
recommendation for approval will go 1o the
Parks Service advisory board (o be voied on,
The linal decision is made by Scerelary Deb
Haaland of the Department of the Interior.

Pride Across the Bridge
seeks to connect LGBTO+
community on the Eastside

BY HANNAH SAUNDERS
SGN STAFF WRITER

Pride Across the Bridge (PAB) is a non-
profit that serves 25LGBTQLA+ people on
(he Hastside through resourees, camimuy-
nily-based cvents, and advocacy eflorls,
such as pushing the City of Redmond (o
install its first rainbow crosswalle in 2023,
Recurring events are vital Tor building
rclationships and trust, and many ol PAR
incorporate creative or artistic elements.

“Art is a powerful tool tor self-expres-
sion, especially within the Queer commu-
nity. It speaks a universal language that
can reach those who feel invisible, offering
comfort, validation, and connecrion. With
so much ol our community under altack —
whether in schools, healtheare, libraries, or
simply in our right (o exist — art provides
a vilal outlel,” Axton Burlon, founder and
executive direclor of PAB, (old (he SGN,

Years ago, Burton joined an organization
that they said clainmed to be serving local
Queer Hastside residents but discovered
that it was run by allies and was “nepli-
gently disconnected” from the needs of
those it was meant to serve. Burton ended
up hosting the Bastside's first Queer holi-
day potluck, and the overwhelmingly posi-
tive regponse showed them the need for a

safe and affirming space.

“Thar first evem ignited my passion and
rust in the community, proving thal we
could create cvenls led by and for Queer
people, and make an immediale impact,”
Rurlon said.

A variely of events

PAB hosts over 230 events per year, serv-
ing between ten and 10,000 people, {the
mumber who artended the organization’s
flagship Redmond Pride festival). Burton
said PAB events, which can range trom
local bakery runs to group skydiving ses-
sions, have appealed 1o ihose from the ages
ol 16 (o 93, in¢luding those who have a
varicly of mental and physical abilitics.

Redmond Pride showeases Queer-owned
businesses, artists, and creators, as well
as local Queer perlformers. This year's
had over a hundred vendor applications.
Attendees come trom Seartle, the Easiside,
and surrounding areas. Some take advan-
tage of sensory-triendly aresas, like the
hook nook and the chill zone.

In addition to engaging food trucks, like
Kahmandu Moniecha and Sugar & Spoon,
Burton said PAB gl ingpired 1o highlight

<

a local Queer-owned business by having it
design the Pride logo and theme. The organiza-
tion plans 1o cominue this initiative cach year,

Angel ol Small Death and Kenbie Enby,
local perlormers, sicer PARs DIY Drag
Workshop, which Bur(on said opens a door
10 the realn of drag for those who may nol
have access, “Over (en weeks, participants
form a drag tamily, exploring makeup,
movement, act creation, and the culure
and history of drag,” Burton said. “The
workshop culminates in one to two pertor-
manees, offering a supportive space to step
into this powertul art form.”

Queer Creative Conncctions is amonthly
eyent in which PAB partners with Bellevue

AXTON BURTON IN FRONT OF INTERSEX-
Y INCLUSIVE PROGRESS PRIDE FUAG RIBBON ART

PHOTO.BY GRACE GGRENFLG

Public Library, creating a mellow environ-
ment where people can work individually
or collahoratively on creative projects.

Burten said many in the Queer comniu-
nity have shared expericnees ol feclings of
isolation, and thal creative spaces olfer a
space thal's free of judgement, where they
can explore their identitics, share siorics,
and connect with others.

“Art fosters empowerinent, ignites pew
experiences and broadens horizons, making it
an essential part of our work at PAB, and heal-
ing in the greater community,” Burton said.

For more information aboiut PAB, visit
https:/iwww.prideacrossthebridge.org.
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" Bellingham

WHATCOM COUNTY

bellingham.org

THE SHATTERED
GLASS PROJECT

THEATRE AMPLIFYING
UNDERHEARD VOQICES

October 18-27, 2024

A Lonely Realization

, written by Darby Sherwood & Emily Stone
Theatred e the Seattle Center Armory Building

7. An absurdist theatrical investigation of the impact
of sexual assault on a forest community.

January-May 2025

Plays in Progress

L Join us at the MLK FAME Center in Madison VDHey on
- *  the 3rd Friday of each month for staged readings of
" new plays by women, non-binary & trans playwrights.

" www.shatteredglassproject.org

NWAA, KNKX 88.5fm
& The Stranger present

g
Fran Lebowitz
hosted by Claire Dederer
September 22 « Benaroya Hall

An Evening with
David Sedaris
November 10 » Benaroya Hall

\ -

BENAROCYAHALL.ORG
206.216.4747
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Olympia business accused
of unfair treatment of Queer
employee and community

BY LAURA JOHNSON

Ou any given day, a slow hum ol chal-
1er and elinks ol cups (ill a local busincss
on Fourth Street in downtown Olympia.
Rhythms, an all-ages collechouse and
live music venue, hosts weekly open-mic
night and a full roster of mugical gucsts
most evenings. As one of a handful of all-
ages venues in the state capital, it strives
[or an inclusive space for members of the
LGBTQ+ community,

However, on the atternoon of July 9, a
[ormer employee posted allegations ol
salcty congerng, financial mistreaiment,
and disrespeet of their personal identity
against the business on Lostagram.

“[ [eel deceived and used lor that rela-
tiomship being formed and being told that
1 was their family,” Roslyn Winter Echo
said, referring w their experience. 1 just
dor’t feel like T was (reated as Famnily al
the end.”

Alleged wage theft

Since Rhythms Collee opened iis doors
in April 2022, Winter Fcho was par of
the action. The full-time sound engineer
was employed al Rhythms wilun the
Lirst mondh and ook on additional tasks,
which included updating the official webh-
site, leeping up with the online presence,
heoking musicians, and hosting open
mics,

“L first started to feel wrong in April last
year, when [1 noticed| the first paycheck
was very short for my hours,” Winter
Fecho recalled. “T did talk o them about
that, but that conversation didn't go well.
And it was like a lot ol others 1o [ollow.”

‘Winter Echo said that they addressed
their concern privately but felt that the
owners did not take them seriously. In the
following months, they and the owners
of Rhythms engaged in many conversa-
tions about these concerns until Lebru-
ary of this year, when Winter Eeho made
the decision (¢ lcave. From the Octlober
w January, Winter Echo said they did not
rieeive their promised wage al all,

“I was old 1 was going 1o be here any-
time. Those couple o months, il was a
huge challenge. T was stressed,” Wioter

ARTS
WEST

fedtuﬁng
LIVE MUSIC

*
MERSIVE
‘NgEATlNG

Fcho said, During that time, they relied
on ERT, a staic benefil used 1o purchase
fowd and other essentials.

Concerns for community safety

Despite the personal financial stress,
Winter Echo emphasized that their main
concern was the safety of the space. "1
can pul the financial gricvances aside, but
like, at the end of the day, it is just inex-
cusable to have safety not being raken care
ol," they said.

A few mugiciang, patrong, and employ-
ees, Winter Echo among them, expressed
concern aboul the owners” lack ol action
regarding other patrons exhibiling inap-
propriatc hchavior toward minors and
young people in the all-ages space.

"l understand that this could all be
wrong and that it could be all Galse by
some chanee, but Twould rather sacrifice
lasing one customer than potentially this
person finding more vietims within an
all-ages space,” Saige Stiltsworlh, a musi-
cian and long-time cusiomer of Rhyihms,
stated.

Stittsworth led the charge o kck ow
patrons who made the space less than
safe. A particular patron was banned from
another all-ages space in Centralia last
vear, and when that person began to show
up to Rhythms again, Stittsworth took
action.

“I loved Rhythms so much at this
momenl, and T wanted (¢ do thig (o help,
and be like, “We can do 1his, we can kick
people out,”™ hie said, remembering talk-
ing Lo one owner. ““You guys have the
ability to do that as the owners.”” The
patren was removed by Stittsworth and
the owner, but he and his friends, includ-
ing Winter Echo, were not convineed that
the issue would be taken seriously in the
future,

After Winter Heho's social media post,
Stittsworth posied a response a day laler
1o support his (riend and encourage the
origingl post (o be addressed by (he own-
ers. He also wanted Lo clarily that both he
and Winter Echo were not calling [or a
boycoll; rather, their goal was Lo encour-

RAJIV JOSEPH

DIRECTED BY

SAMIP RAVAL

age change within a ¢community space
they value,

“Ihope Lhave given Kim and David [the
owners| the keys o lix these issues that
have heen there. So now that it’s public,
there should not be any other option but to
fix them. And I really hope that Rhvthms
can fix them.”

Dhsrespecting idendily

Iaring their time at Rhythms, Winter
Fcho came oul as Nonbinary and asked
the Rhythms community (o refer 1o them
wilh (he correel pronouns. When Lhe own-
ers neglected 10 honor the request, Win-
ler Echo “[elt like the respect for me was
dwindling.”

SEPTEMBER 12 - OCTOBER 6, 2024

TICKETS AT ARTSWEST.ORG

ROSLYN ON PIANO AT RHYTHMS
COURTESY OF ARTIST

Winter Eehe’s [riends noticed the own-
crs nol using the correel pronouns in con-
versalions, even when corrected.

“Speaking as a Transgender man, it
hurts me o see them use [Winter Echa’s]
identity as a weapon,” Stittsworth said
about the treatment.

Winter Hcho and Stittsworth recalled a
rime when one of the owners announced
a musluian usimg ﬂ'l[) Wrang prononns,
When she was corrected privately, the
owner shrugged olf the opportunity 1o
make a correction,

Winter Echo and Stiltsworth, along wilh
many ol their Itiends, have yet Lo return to
Rhythms bul conlinue 1o encourage peo-
ple o make their own inlormed decisions.,

Queer event cancelation

When Winter Echa posted about their
experience, Rhythms Cotfee was met with
ramitications from the Queer community,

Stonewall Youth, an Olympia-based
organizalion that gives Queer youth
tools 10 make smart decisions through
cducation, was ser to host its sccond
Queeraocke event at Rhythms on July
12. O Tuly 13, one day aller Winler
Echo’s post, the organization canceled
the evenr.

Kenn Anderson, the crganization's
community fundraising and outrcach
dircetor, wrote 4 statement  asking
Rhythms to address the post, “We wanted
10 1ake those sericusly and [err] on the
saler side and make sure that we weren’l
giving our support or aflilialion 1o a busi-
ness thal dido’c align with our values,”
Anderson stated.

Quecracke moved 10 Stonewall Youlh's
Own event space at the last minute.
Anderson said the change of venue sull
brought many youth atlendees; however,
most donars to similar events are adults.
espite the loss of revenue, Anderson was
proud to have stuck with the organiza-
tion’s values,

“Ti s very tmportant 1o us thal youth arg
paid fairly for their labor,” Anderson said.
“Everyone should be paid for their labor,
but youth espeeially tend 1o he given the
short end of the stick on that™

Rhythms Cotfee declined to comment
for this story.
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Hope ignites the party at the 2024 DNC

BY LINDSEY ANDERSON
SGN STAFF WRITER
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Primary results provide potential
preview of November elections

BY LINDSEY ANDERSON
SGN STAFF WRITER

Procrastinators [vom across Washing-
ton state Mocked (o mailboxes on August 6
to deposit their votes for the primary clec-
tion. On Broadway, on Capitol [1i1], activ-
ists beat drums, passed out stickers. and
encouraged potential voters with chants of
“You've gol "l eight, don’t be late!”

As always, King County received the
most ballots cast of any county in the slale,
Lotaling 566,007, just above 40% ol re;
tered volers.

Federal offices

Maria Cantwel | showed significant sup-
port, indicating her gnod chanee of retain-
g the position of LS senator. In the pri-
mary, she securcd 74.3% of the vores in
King County and 37.2% of statewide votes.
"The closest candidate to Cantwell’s impres-
sive lead was Dr. Ranl Garcia of the GOP,
with 13.14% of the county vole and 22.13%
ol state voles. Both will appear on the bal-
1ot in November.

Suzan DelBene also held a significant
lgad in her race [or the 1st Congressional
District, with 63% ol the stalewide vole,
DelBene’s campaign has focused on improy-
ing jobs and the economy while providing
essential care to the elderly and veterans.

Trailing [ar behind her, 1 was a close
race for second, with five Republican can-
didates splitling the vote. A slight plurality
voled in favor ol Jeb Brewer over the rest
of the field, though with under 1,000 voles
separating Brewer and Orion Webster, sec-
ond place could remain subject to change.

Considering the amount ol advertiscment
she invested into her eampaign, It is not a
surprise that Primila Jayapal will head fnw
the November 7th Congressional District
race with 4 significant lead in the prima-

rics, carning nearly 80% ol the vole in King
County, lar ahcad of all other challengers.
Jayapal has run her campaign on prioritizing
civil rights, public salely, and criminal jus-
tice reform, and enriching local arts.

The sth Congressional District primary
wilnessed a much closer race belween
incumbent Democrar Kim Schrier and
Carmen Goers of the GOP. Schrier Jid
pull ahead with 58.2% ol the vowe in King
County (50.11% in the whole district),
but Goers only (raily by 5% districiwide.
Schrier currently serves on Lhe Gongressio-
nal health and encrgy commillees and has
focused her campaign on broad, sweeping
issucs. Goers has narvowed in on the cul-
ture wars and has made education retorm
as a high priority in her campaign.

The %th Congressional IMstrict saw
Democrat Adam Smith emerge as the clear
[ronwrunner, with 53.85% of the vote. Sull,
surprisingly, Democrat Melissa Chaudhry
earned the second-highest percentage
of volers in the race, lopping the closest
Republican by just 2% (20.66% vs, 18.21%),
or under 4,000 votes. Smith chairs (he
[ouse Armed Services Commitiec and is
a member of the Congressional Progressive
Caucus. Chaudhry has established herself
as 4 political ouwsider, highlighting her
cxpericnces as an immigrant and person
of color while also claiming that Smith is
[unded by war profiteers.

State results

Wilh a long list of candidates (o fill the
vacanl governor's scal, campaigning has
hecome contentious in recent months. The
predicted [rontrunners still include Aitor-
ney General Bob Ferguson, Mark Mullet,
Dave Reichert, and Semi Bird. While Fergu-

urant & Ni
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Keiko Matsui
AUGUST 29 R1

Calabrated pianist, composar & humanitarian Keiko Matsui
shares her dream for unity, serenity and happiness on latest
recording Euphoria, plus Keiko favorites and lop hits!

0z Noy, Jimnmy Haslip and Anton Fig
Supergroup
s 1 4

All-Stars biending jazz, funk, rock, blues and R&B

Fred Wesley & The New JB Horns

From tha Blues and Back New Album Celebration

S| EM

Forefather of funk, genius trombonist, and essential member of
James Brown's cotetle

Martin Taylor & Alison Burns Duo

Songs for Nature Album Release Gelebration

S| 10-11

British fingersiyle acoustic guitarist and Scottish-Ganadian jazz
singer

Kirk Whalum
Epic Cool Hew Album Celsbration

12-15

Soulful, passianats, stirring... world-renowned 2x
Grammy-winning tenar saxophanist calebrates new alhum

Jumaane Smith Quintet

Seattle born and bred powerhouse trumpster with an irresistibly
creative voice - performed on 5 Grammy-winning records!

THE HEADHUNTERS
50th Anniversary and Album Release Celebration - Live from

Delvon Lamarr Organ Trio
SEPTEMBER 19
Feel good Hammond B3 funk, a unique 60's & 70's vintage soul
sound mixed with tasty guitar lines and packet drumming

José James
presents 1978

SE R 24 - 25
José James artfully blurs the lines between traditional and
contempaerary jazz, hip-hop, soul, funk, pop and rock

Gerald Albright
26

One of the brightest R&B, contemporary and siraight-ahead jazz
saxophonists on the scene

Something Else!

DCTOBER 1 - 2

A septet named for the 1958 Cannunball Adderley classic album,
then followed with top-shelf soul-Jazz and swing

&
Collaborated with everyone from Stevie Wonder to Incognito,
Angela Bofill, Will Dawning and Jonathan Buller, Phil Perry and

more... Grammy ted, honey-toned Amarican Soul singer

Ray Parker Jr, Jim Peterik, David Pack &
Mindi Abair perform for

In Concert for Cancer’'s 13th Annual
Benefit Show

Keyon Harrold
OCTOBER
Traversing azz to include funk, Afrobeat, R&B, rock and rell, hip
hop and spoken word..." Keyon Harrold is the future of the
trumpet". - Wynton Marsalis

8
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son and Mullet received much better results
in King County than their competitors, (he
state seems to favor a tight race berween
Ferguson and Reichert. 1f Reichert were 10
win, he'd be the first Republican governor of
Washington state since the mid-1980s.
Ferguson has placed 4 high priority on
improving public access 0 menlal health
resources in Washinglon. He is best known
for numerous Tawsuils as allorney general,
including against a Morist who relused
W serve a same-sex couple and againgt
the Trump “Muslim ban™ in 2017. [Ie has
faced pushback from some on the far left
who see his promiscs to increase the nnm-
ber of police ollicers and stale (roopers as
counter to promoting safety on Washing-
Lon’s streels. However, his main competitor,
Dave Reichert, is a former sherill and favors
mereasimg police throughout the state,
While early reporting rom NPR indi-
cated that an influx in Democratic candi-
dates had potentially split the voie in some
races, like that for Commissioncr of Public
Lands, in the favor off Republican candi-
datcs, late tallics now indicate that Demo-
crat Dave Upthegrove may have secured

g

e

PHOTO BY TED WARREN / AP

just enough votes to advanee to the Novem-

ber ballol. His Facehook page posled the
tollowing on August 19: “Now thar cvery
county has certificd the clection results, 1
am excited to finish in second place and
begin my general clection campaign! The
Sl-vole margin of viclory [over Republi-
can Sue Kuehel Pederson, oul of 1,903,073
voles] will irigger an aulomalic slaiewide
hand recount, but our campaign is moving
full specd ahead (oward November,”

Upthegrove, Allen Tehovite, Patrick
DePoe, Jaralee Anderson, and Kevin Van
De Wege, all Democrats, may have pulled
liberal voters in muliple diccetions by
offering similar campaigny built on conser-
vation and environmental justice.

Republican Jaimie Herrera Beutler had
wilh the most votes, al 22%:.

Ballows lor Washinglon's general clec-
tion will be sent out on Oclober 18, Vol-
crs have until Election Day, November 5,
(o Tegister o vole in the upcoming general
clection, and they will have untl ¥ p.m. of
the same day to deposit ballols inte official
drop boxes located around cach county, or
have them postmarked that day or carlier.

A new exhibition featuring the ground-breaking
work of three Issei artists who captured the
vibrant cityscapes of Seattle’s 1930s Japantown.

ON VIEW THROUGH

MAY 2025

Preview the Exhibit »»

WING LUKE MUSEUM
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| went to the Wildrose so you don't have to...
but maybe you should

BY ALAN MOTLEY

There’s 4 first time for everything, right?
Tve partied in every type of Gay bar you
can imaging, from high-glam drag clubs o
grumgy dive bars where the bathrooms are
more questionable than the men. But until
now, I had never sel foot in Seattle’s one
and only Lesbian bar: the Wildrose.

So I decided to throw caution (and my
preconceived notions) to the wind and ven-
ture into this bastion of Sapphic celebra-
tion.

First impressions: The atmosphere

Walking into the Wildrose, [ was imme-
diately struck by how different the vibe was
compared 10 the bars 1 usvally fregquent. No
shirtless go-go boys gyratmg (o a thump-
ing icchmo beal here — 1his place had a
distinctly chall, almost nostalgic (zel, The
lighting was dim hut inviting, with strings
of fairy Lights casting a warm glow over the
cozy space. The decor sereamed, “We've
bheen arcund since the "80s, and we're
proud of it!” Think fuded concer( posters,
old-sehool arcade games, and 4 jukebox
that probably siill takes quariers.

The crowd was a mix of the expected and
the unexpested. Yeg, there were plenty ol
Manngl-clad women, but there were also
couples on date night, soln drinkers, and
even a few straight folks who had clearly
been let in on the secret that the Wildrose
st just for Lesbians — it’s tfor anyone who
wants 0 have 4 good time without judg-
ment.

The drinks: Strong and cheap — just

how T like “em

Let’s talk ahout the drinks because, let’s
be himest, that's why most of us go to bars
in the first place. The Wildrose is not one
ol those irendy spots where you'll find arti-
sanal cockiails with ingredicnis you can’t
pronounce. Mo, this place keeps it simple:
strong pours of ¢lassic drinks al prices that
won't make you regrel your lile choices the
next morning.

As a lequila and grapelruil drink lever,

[ was pleasantly surprised by how the bar-
tenders nailed my go-10. The mix was
right: art with a kick, and exactly what T
needed 1o getinto the groove,

The bartenders were [riendly and elii-
cient, and T appreciated that they weren’l
trymg o upsell me on some [aney coneoc-
tion. The vibe was very nuch “here’s your
drink, now go enjoy yourselt.”” And enjoy
Idid.

The entertainment: A night with the

resident DJIs

Now, let's get 1o 1the heart of the matier:
the mugic. 1 made my Wildrose debut on
a Saturday mght, a prime (ime (0 expor-
cnce what the bar has (o oller. The resi-
dent DI was spinning an ccleclic mix thai
ranged [rom throwback his 1o modern
pop anthems, and the dance Noor was
alive with ¢nergy, You know that feeling
when the right somg comes on, and you
can’t help but move? That’s what Friday
and Saturday mights at the Wildrose are all
aboul,

The crowd was a joylul mix: people who
clearly knew cach oiher well and newcom-
erg like me who were welcomed inlo the
lold. The best part? No pretension. Just
pure, unfiltered lun.

The people: Friendly faces and good

vibes

One of the best things about the Wildrose
is the people. As 2 Gay man in a Lesbian
bar, 1 wasn't sure what kind of reception
I'd get. Would 1 be scen as an interloper, a
curiosity, or just another guy trying to be
“woke™? P'm happy to report that none of
those tears were realized. The patrons were
soune of the [riendliest people I've encoun-
tered in Lhe Scatile bar scene.

I siruck up conversations with a few
regulars, and (hey were more (han happy
10 share their love lor the place, Ong
woman told me she'd been coming for over
a decade and had met some of ber closest
friends there, Another shared how troper-

tant it was to have a safe space where she
could be hersell without any pretense. Tt
was clear that the Wildrose isn°t just a har
— s a commumity.

Why you should go: Celebrating 40

years of history and heart

So, why should you go o the Wildrose?
Because it’s a place that’s more than the
sum of its parts. Ir's not just abour the
drinks, ihe emertainmeni, or the ambi-
ance — iU's about the sense of belonging
you [eel when you walk threugh the door.
In a cily where Gay bars scem 1o come
and go with the scasons, the Wildrose has
slood the west ol e, and tor good reason.

Having opened its doors in 1984, 1 one
ol the oldest Leshian bars i ihe country.
That’s four decades ol bemng a sale haven, a
meeting place, and a home away (roin home
for countless people. Hor all that time, it's
been a vital part of Scattle™ TLGBTOQ4+ his-
tory, and it continues to be a cornerstone of
(he community,

Queer/Bar

Conclusion: My takcaway

So, there you have it. T went (o the Wil-
drase s you don’t have w. Bul honestly?
You really should. Whether you're a Les-
bian, Gay, Bi, Trans, straight, or some-
where in between, it’s a place where every-
one is weleome. [Us a bar with heart, his-
tory, and a heck of a lot of character.

Plus, where else in Seartle are you going
o find a place that’s been rocking our since
the *80s and siill knows how (o show you a
good hime?

September nights: Your guide Lo

Capitol Hill’s hottest Gay bars and events

Capuiol Hil1g the beatmg heart of Scal-
le’s LGBTQ+ scene, and this Sepiember,
it’s the place 1o be. Whether you go for
drag, dancing, or just a chall night wath
Iriends, it has something for everyone this
September, Don’t miss ont!

Here's your ultimate guide to the must-
attend cvents at the neighborhood’s top
Guay bars:

September 8-7: Legendary drag icon Raja Gemini
September 20: RuPaul’s Drag Race Season 186 winner Nymphia Wind
September 27; The electrifying Lady Camden

The Cutf Complex

Rotating dance nights threughout the month

Lively midweek karaoke sesslons

Neighbours

Sundays: Long-running “Kandela” Latin night

Massive Club

High-octane electranic and techno music even

Pony
Themed dance parties channeling th
Wednesdays: All-night happy h
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The return of Our Fest: A festival for Seattle’s
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A galaxy of drag kings and beings will
light up the stage [or three nights a the
Emerald City Kings Ball, Sept. 19, 20, and
21 at Wesl Scatile’s Skylark Caflé & Club
(3803 Delriclge Way SW).

Nights one and two will showcase per-
{ormers sharing their unigque ariisiry, and
night three will feature a competition
aunong a whole new set of hopeluls vying
for the titles of High King Supreme, Linpe-
rial Duke, and Grand Marquis.

Headlingrs this year are Kréme [naku-
chi {Toronto) for the first night, Riley Pop-
pyseed (Columbns, Ohio) for the second,
and Papi Churro (Oukland, CA) for the
night three compelition, whe, as the reign-
ing High King Supreme, will do a step-
down performance as the new monarch is
crowned,

Tickels ave going [ast, and some ticket-
ing options having already sold o, which
shows how hungry people are to experience
kings (rom near and [ar paslage in an cvent
just for them,

“As ight now, there are other kings
showcases happening throughout the coun-
try and the world, but from our understand-
ing and our research, we are the only drag
king lestival 1o the world,” said co-lounder
Sherwood Ryder (4 siage name}.

“Al the Kings Ball, you have people leav-
ing questioning their sexuality, erying and
feeling connected for the first time, |or
laughing their ass ofl’ because somebody
has done something mind-blowingly hilari-
ony. There are just so many ditterent facets
of kings, and at the Kings Ball, it’s our goal
to showease and highlight all of it.”

A dressing-room dream

Ryder aud fellow performer Jabricl
Gaymess developed the concept [or the
Kings Ball while chatting in a dressing
room. With media manager and associate
producer Harley Sayoc also on board, the
three “have tackled this monster, and we'te
feeding it well, hoping it will grow into
something beauriful,” as Ryder stared.

This trio knows all too well the lack of
spaces for drag kings and beings, some-
thing they are ont io change for corrent and
fulure Queer generations,

“Ewerything is very heavily quoen dormd-
nated, and even recent drag [estivals that
have popped up are siill.. There isn’l a
whole ol of space [or drag kings,” Sher-
wood said. “They're not showcased or
highlighted as much, and it they are, let’s
be real — they’re like the token king in a
cast tull of queens. Normally it's the same
sort of rotation and the same three o four
kingg that arc put on bigeerstages, al bigger
evenis, and al bigger bars. We need some-
thing more.”

With the ball happening cach Seplem-

D
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Emerald City Kings Ball
Three mghts of artistic wonder and- empowerment

BY MATT NAGLE
SGN EDITOR

ber, an application perimd fur performers
normally opens around February or April.
Aller a litle over a month, it closes, then a
icam goes through the applicaiions, sends
oul aceeplances, and creales an alternatives
list and a wadt list.

“Bverybody can apply,” Sherwood said.
“We have kings from all over North Amer-
ica coming, from Canada and the US, and
our goal is 10 reach heyond those borders
and bring in kings from other countries as
well.”

Tapping into masculinity, empowering

youth

Ryder will be taking the stage on the
ball's sccond night. A scasoned perlormer,
he siaried oul as a go-go dancer and entered
(he burlesque seeng around 2012,

“Six years aller deing buwlesque, 1
wanted o develop a masculine persona
character, and that's how Sherwood Ryder
carme (o be,” he said. “The name came 10

SHERWOOD RYDER (LEFT) AND JABRIEL GAYMESS DEVELOPED THE
KINGS BALI‘ CONCEPT WHILE TRADING IDEAS IN A DRESSING ROOM

ONE EVENING. COURTESY EMERALD CITY KINGS BALL

me in high school, so [Td] been holding
onlo thal naune for many years when Sher-
wood Ryder was actually horn.”

Ryder debulced al the popular Lesbian bar
My Sister's Room in Aulaniaand the rest, as
they say, is history.

“I Joved being able (o tap inte my mas-
culinity, Growing up in a Latin Hispanic
houschold, there is so much machismo
involved and |a] need o be this high-ienune
persona all the time. Being able to tap into
this masculinity helps me to develop my
own gender identity, so now T'm Nonbinary
eenderfluid. That’s whar makes me happy,

being able (o showease (hat other side of

me and now embracing il for everyduy lile,
which is really nice.”

Being a role model for youth comes with
the territory, and Sherwoodd 15 Louched and
hunbled by it, relating how a young person
said 10 hint at an all-ages show, “1 didn’t
know | could do thar, and | want 1o do that
one day.”

OFTHE KINGS BALL
ENTTO THE SKYLARK.
RALD CITY KINGS BALL

“T immediately started crying because
that's why we doit,” Sherwond said. “Artis-
lie expression and Ireedom are greal, bt
cmpowerment is a whole other thing, and
showeasing (hal is whal mukes my hear|
happy”

Getting bigueer

The Emerald City Kings Ball began in
Seattle as a lwo-night showease in the style
of an old-school Atlanta Players Ball but
for drag kings.

Ay Sherwood explained, “People showed
up and wanred more. We had feedback that
this needs w happen more often, [and that]
other kings wanted 1o be involved, and
that's when we realized that it needed o e
higger”

The Emerald City Kings Ball is indeed
gelting bigger  so big that s [ast oul-
growing its venue. This is why nighis sell
o quickly.

Sherwood said the Skylark has been a
true family for everyone involved in the
ball and that it’s rather bittersweet 10 ong
tay have 1o move on, so thal moere perform-
ers and ticketholders can be accommo-
dared.

“The Skylark is incredible. We love
themn, They have done everything for us
since we staried with them last year? Sher-
wood said. "They have been a staple in the
community, not just for everybody in West
Seattle but for the Queer community...
Cookie Conture hosts and all-ages event
there, West Ind Girls, drag bingo. .. They
host open mic nights for anybody, and a
lot of kids go there to perform for the first
Time™

Unlortunately, the Skylark is hcmﬁ

Toreed (o relocaie duc 1o Seund Transil's
light rail plans [or the arca. A public Iun-
draiser is underway at hups:Heivehurter.
com/LetsMoveTheSkylark, where dona-
Lions are gratelully accepted.

Looking to the [ulure, Sherwood named
several goals he wants to achieve parson-
ally and professionally. For the ball, con-
tinuing to grow and influencing others like
it to sprout are two big aims.

“Chur goal is 1o become an inlernational
destination seusation for kings and queens
alike, [ want this 10 be the catalyst for the
start of something new,” he said. “I don't
want us (o be the only one. T want (o start
putting kings on the map more. I want us
1o inspire people, 1o showease all tie new
Kings who are up-and-coming, to |help
them)] sce themsclves on a stage — kings
thriving and doing their thing all over and
not jugt [in] the one space thar we built.”

fearn more abowr the merald Ciry
Kings Ball on Facebaok or tusiagram and
at httpsiinkiv eesemeraldeiniingsbafl.
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theatre company N
Reboot Theatre K

Company tests new X
interpretations of H
established works through *

nontraditional casting.
design, and methods
yet to be discovered.

After successfully launching

the the nations first fully
realized all-female production

of 1776 and repeatedly hearing, *
“Within the first five minutes, I
forgot you all were womenl!”, we
knew we had semething special

Reboot strives to find where
context breaks the story. How far
can we go? Let's find out.

MORE INFO AT
REBOOTTHEATRE.ORG

Learn more at RebootTheatre.org.

Hemﬂq Biscko]%e'r’ge'r’ \/io|ins

Third Generation Violin Maker

“Voted Evening Magazine's
Best of Western WA!”

www . Kirklandviolins.com
{425)822-0717

Sales Appraisals Repairs Rentals

Get your tickets at
pacsci.org/laser




Jasmine Joshua founded Rebool Theatre
aboul a decade ago while pregnant with
twin daughters — a time when they didn't
want to give up theatre, it weren't sure
when they'd reenter the acting arena.

“[ was not out yet when 1 founded |it],
so 1 acmally like to think of Reboot as ong
of my breaderumhs when 1 look back and
go, ‘Ah, that made sense,”™ Joshua told (he
SON.

Joshua reached oul (o their social nel-
work in 2014 (o sce if people would be
interested in pulting on a living-room per-
formance [rom f776, and (he community
came together to huild costumes and design
the set. 1t became the nation’s first fully
realized, all-female production of the musi-
cal.

“I had never produced anything before,
bur it just started coming topether, because
people were so exciled aboul this concept,
and it kind of just became,” Toshua said.

Nowadays, Rchool — which “lesls
new interprelations of established works
through nontraditional casting, design, and
methods yel (o be discovered” — stands as
a Queer hub in Seattle’s International Dis-
trict for performers and lovers of musicals
and drag.

Joshua loves creating relationships
between the audience and performers,
including themself. She said that acting and
performing on stage is a passion she will
always pursuc.

“Acting is my first love intheatre,” Joshua
said. T love being an aclor...
my lile, Tdidn"t really know who T was, and
thinking aboul [that] was painful and con-
fusing. When you're acting, youw're not you,

Altheugh now she has decades of experi-
ence in the theater industry, Intiman The-
atre’s artistic director since 2017, Jennifer
Zeyl, first found her love for storytelling at
ayoung age.

“What my family did lor enieriainment
when T'was a child was my fatherread 1o us,
and he read a little bit of everyihing,” Zicyl
(old ihe SGA, including Agatha Christic,
C.8. Tewis, and LRR Tolkien, Zeyl said

she hasn't seen all the film adaptations of

these classics, because she didn’l grow up
wilh 1elevision and she had alrcady cnvi-
sioned what they looked like in her head,
and uscd 1o draw as her father read (o her,

“T'm entirely sure that that is the reason
[’ a set designer,” she added.

Ay the daughter of a Duteh national,
Zeyl grew up in a small Amsterdam sub-
urb, and spent her summer months travel-
ing to France, ltaly, Belgium, Germany,
Switzerland, and Greece. Her parents were
academics, so she spent much of her time
in cultural institutions, including muscumns.

Using her distinet background (o her
advanlage, 7Zceyl won a Stranger Genius
Award in 2006 lor her original design
for the production of Crave. Wrillen by
renowned English playwright Sarah Kane,
the play about loss, love, sex, and desire
was one of the Washington Ensenible The-
atre’s first productions.

Zeyl said Intiman is revisiting Crave
early next year, which originally launched
(he carcers ol several aclors, in¢luding
Roger Benniglon, Marya Sca Kaminski
and Marc Kennison, and also is bringing

For most of

Reboot Theatre tries new
interpretations of classic works
through nontraditional casting

BY HANNAH SAUNDERS

SGN STAFF WRITER

and you can be anyhody — that is freeing
and amazing.”

TUpcoming productions

Rehool’s upcoming production, Dama
Yankees, 1s a sporly musical comedy based
on the novel The Year the Yankees Lost the
Pennani, by Douglass Wallop and George
Abbol. The tale follows Toc Boyd, a nmid-
dle-aged basebull mega-fan who trades his

COURTESY PHOTO

soul 1o the devil for an oppormnity to steer
his favorite teamn to victory in a pennant
race against the New York Yankees.

BDamn Yankees scemed like the perlect
pick for Reboot Lo experiment with new
casting ¢Mors, “TIU%s exciting 1o sce] how
much can we change the context (o make il
something diflerent,” Joshua said.

While dilferenl show licenses have vari-
ous rules about what o theater company can

and cannol do, Joshua finds it interasting
(o poriray an all-women’s baschall league,
and wonders how that will change the
story, which engages in sexism.

“This version doesn’t have to he the
definitive version. Theater isn't 4 museunt,
and that’s what makes it the best,” JToshua
said.

For their next thealer venture, Joshua i3
focusing on what il mcans (o be an older
Queer person in a communily and world
that are changing.

“Tve wrillen a... Nonbinary musical about
whal it’s like 1o come out as an aduli, and
it has a lot of intergenerational queerness,”
Joshua said, adding that they want it 1o be 4
feel-good identity-crisis plece that's comical
and not just sad or traumatic. It will focus on
whar happens after a person discovers some-
thing new ahour themselves in their thirties
and lortics.

Joshua said Scaltle has a bustling nym-
ber ol talented playwrights, but continues
o lose space 1o put up new works. “This
is my hirst ime independently producing
something, The bigger houses unloriu-
nately are slimming down. Next year, ['m
excited to bring this show and to dispel this
notion that putting up new works is hard,
land hope] thar everyone iy going 10 come
to see this”

They said they will provide updates
about the upcoming production, scheduled
for next June,

Damn Yankces will be performed Sep-
tember 6-21 ar rhe Thearre Off Jackson,
(409 Seventh Ave,, Seaitle). For mare infor-
miadion, visit htips:tiRebootTheatre org.

Intiman’s Jennifer
Updating past proje:
supporting new cabaret

BY HANNAH SAUNDERS
SGN STAFF WRITER

many of the original cast members back.
“Its four different voices of a very trac-
tured personality, sort of in concert, and
sometimes that is an argument, and some-
timesy that is an agreement. Somerimes it's
in love, very sexy,” 7L)’| said. “Ti’s truly,
truly horrilying, bul it’s a very compelling
picce that speaks Lo inner urmoil, mental

PHOTO COURTESY
INTIMAN THEATRE

health, and loneliness.”

While Zeyl is unsure of the set design for
this piece, she plans to imake improvements
10 it from last time.

Becoming Scaltle’s spot lor cabarel
Intiman will also present a Langston
Hughes's Black Nativity, as well as cabarcl

shows. Its tall cabaret lineup includes Jus-
tin Huertas' Triple Fire Sign, which was
exclusively created for the theater.

Zeyl said there was intentionality around pre-
senting and supporting new perlformance ideas.

“A lot ol these are acts thal would be at
Re-bar il Re-bar was still going,” Zeyl said.
“The loss of thal as a venuc — as a space
1o experiment and a (rusied brand — hits
really, really hard. A lof of carly carcer
opportunities...or for an established artist
lo try something dilferent, those prm—
menial spaces kind ol dried up oo,

Cabarel shows have become increasingly
hard 1o puton due to costs, and Zieyl has heen
seeing many performers moving Lo Arizona
in particular. Detroit and Pitishurgh are
other cities Zeyl listed as cabaret hot spots.

“We're trying to provide a bit of a [stop-
loss| to the atrrition. A lot of midcareer art-
ists are leaving Seattle, because the stakes
are 0 high for what they might want to wy
with their work, They also have 1o be a fun-
draiser — they have Lo markelit” [T Scatlle
is poing 1o relain artists, Zeyl said the city
must ind ways for them (e Gnancially sur-
vive willioul worrying aboul closures.

“We have Lo aflord them the space Lo
experinient and create something amazing
and new, and take the pressure off of them,”
said Zeyl, who noted how 1ntiman has been
assisting cabaret productions. “We did all
the marketing and all the ticketing so they
could just make the fucking art.™

Far more information, visit REEps. .,
Intiman.org.
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' Bananamarts: Meetthe Queér ai"tl'sts behind
Seattle's newest maker mart

BY ARUL GNANASIVAM

Deep in the heart of Capitol Hill, a new
community 18 blossoming, one filled with
grocery slore art, 3D-printed trallic cones,
recyeled punk jewelry, and vibrator races.
They’re all tied together with one goal:
celebration of Queer joy and creativis
called Bananamarts, and it’s just getting
started.

Bananamarts, a Queer arts and crafts
market that began in April of this year, is
the brainchild of Seattle native Ali Weber.
the market brings together local Queer arl-
isls and cnircprencurs Lo showcease their
businesses and scll their products.

“Tn my own steps of coming oul, a sced

was plamed early onio say, “What il we did
thig and it was just Queer people?” Weber
said. “*“What il we siarled something that
you could come w, knowing it was a Queer
market, Queer run, exclusively Queer ven-
dored, as Gay as you van get?”

The market takes place primarily at
Stoup Brewing on Capitol Hill, although
it’s expanding slowly throughout Seattle,
Featuring everything from clothes and
cratts to sculptures and tattoos, the envi-
ronmenl is as diverse and dynamic as the
people who populate it. One unigue 1rail
15 the sliding scale: most pricing is a “pay
what you wanl” sysiem within arange,

PHOTO BY ZOFIA ANCHONDO

“A market is supposed (o be, ai its core,
a mmmunily evenl where the Lilfle person
wins,” Weber said. “IT your people can’l
thrive, who carcs?”

Adam Atwood is the creative behind

Golden Age Accessories, which uses 3D
printing and metal casting to create jewelry.
All of Arwood’s work comes from recycled
materials, and features an industrial punk
aesthetic. Atwood has been vending in
Seatile on and off for around 1wo years,and

Jusl 2ot into the Bananamar(s scenc,

“T have been making my own clothes and
accessories since T was a punk-rock ween-

ager)” he said. [ would lind stullinthe lree
hin '11 college and wear i apart and sew
inter new studt. This is sort of a |line] from
sewing and crearing my own clothes o now
desizning accessories”

Alwood, who identifies as a iransmascu-
line Queer person, has found a new conli-
denee through creating. “Ts really been a
blessing and imporiant (o gain confidence
through sel-expression and 10 ereate things
lor mysell;” he said. Through Golden Age
Accessorics, he wants (o sharc that fecling
with others.

“What I'm doing is not just selling jew-
elry,” Atwood said. “L'm selling self-esteen
and building connections with people.”

In line with Bananamarts’ inclusive

PHOTO BY LIZZIE MACGOWAN

nature, Alwood iailors his pieces such that
anybody can wear them. “T'l iry and make
my stull’ nongendered,” he said. “Anyone
can pick up any picce, and if it docsn’t fit
them, ['ll make it fit them.”

Adam Atweod, Golden Age Accessorics
hitpsigolden-age. studio/collections/all
hitpsAOwwwanslagram. comsgoldenage-

GOCESNOTIES

a &l

Across the pond from the rugged metal
design of Atwood’s accessorics 18 Koy
Lime Supply, a clothing and pollery brand
focused on bringing the quirky covi-
ness of grocery stores (o Tashion. Run by
Ennly Northreep and Bee Lyons, Key Lime
started just four months ago, and joned
Bananamarts atter stumbling into onc of
the markets,

“We're so excited. Think both ol us are
exiremely hil-the-ground-running kinds
ol personalities, 80 us together is quile 2
force,” Northrop said.

Key Lime Supply sells ioie bags and
clothes leaturing reiro grogery SLOre prings
designed by Northrop and Lyons. The
brand is also launching a new pollery ling
handmade by Lyons, and painted hy her
partner, Courtney LaPierre.

Northrop and Lyons, whe both identity
4% Leshian, used their connection with the
Queer community as the foundation for
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their brand. “"We're so entrenched in the
Queer communily,” Lyvons said. “What
we're selling is really to target Queer
folks.”

‘Their work not only aligns with Banan-
amarls core lenant ol Queer joy bul alse
celebrates the two creatives.

“We wanl this o feel how our friendship
[ee Naorthrop said. “Toylul, silly, and
fun.”

Bananamarls gave Northrop and Lyons
the perlect siarting point lor their busi-
ness, and has helped support them as they
grow. Lyons noted how the barrier ol entry
is much lower, as opposed to other mar-
kel spaces thal can be more dillicult (o gel
into.

“The Queer community is a very
unique community in that it’s mmade up of
people with different budgets and differ-
enl accessibilivy needs,” Lyons said, “TU's
[very imclusive], especially when you're
trying Lo get a new brand out Lhere.”

Lyons and Northrop arc both excited
to launch new products and ideas as the
brand continues o develop and grow.

“We've been thinking of doing things
like matching outfits,” Lyons said. “Like
a cotton shorts and button-up duo,”
Northrop said. “We want to do a sticker
sheet, or lemporary Lalloos, soelks, hats”

Emily Northrop and Bec Lyons, Key

Lime Supply

hetps:/Aww, kevlimesupplv.condsiore

Attps:Awwwinstagram. com/keviine-
supply

Katic and TifT Ta, a Scatle couple, have
been creating Logether for almost the last
10 years. From a band called Sury Tacuyzi
Lo interviews with Scattle Quecrs aboul
their favorite place (o cat, hang out, cle., the
couple has moved through a variety of zany
and bold ideas. Their latestis a 3D-printing
shop called Strange Magic.

The idca grew out of a passion for 31
printing, which Tiff started as a hobby
around five years ago.

SWe started designing swiT for our home,
random things we wanted, cute things,”
Katic said. “That blossomed into waniing
to share those designs with ather people.”

The designs span anything that pops
inle their head: olives, pasta, trallic cones,
even gianl paper clips. They're cute, color-
{ul, and hald.

“There’s a hit ol an irreverent pature in
whal we create,” Till said. “We idenlily as
weirdos, and we want to make cute, silly,
weird things that bring people joy.” added
Katie.

Sustainability also plays a big parl in
their designs. Allthe products arc made with
hiodegradable plastic, which is derived from
plants. The use of additive manulacturing
also reduces the amount of waste ereated.

As Strange Magic is a newer brand,
Katiie and Till' [ell that Bananamarts pro-
vided a great way [or them o find audi-
ences and expand.

“It teels Like a lot less pressure,” Katie
said, "knowing (hal we're going o go into
a loving space and meet people who are
doing a similar thing.”

Katie and Tiff are eager to callaborate
wilh more artists in the future. “T'm exciled

ahout meeting new people who are doing
similar things, who we can maybe collabo-
rate with, ar just even hang out with on a
personal level,” Katie said.

‘The community has already helped
Katic and Tifl w expand Strange Magic,
which is poing to be wholesaling at Char-
lie’s Queer Books, Scatde’s home 1o Queer
baoks and pills.

Katie Ta and Tiff Ta, Strange Magic

heeps:itvtrangemagic. shop/

https://www. instagram. caom/
strangemagic_shop

Meet these vendors und others at the next
Bananamaris. Seprember 14 ai Caffe Vi
Seward Park, More info can be found i
hups:iwww.bandanamarts.com and hiips:y
www instagram.com/banangmarts,

PHOTO BY LIZZE MACGOWAN

Cutie Foundation carves out
space for local young artists

BY HANNAH SAUNDERS
SGN STAFF WRITER

Since 2022, when Kaitlin Fritz discov-
ered that art fairs and markets in Seattle
are costly and inaccessible, e “Cutic
Fest”™ she and a few others established has
beeome a staple for local artists and ven-
dors to sell their works, a place where they
can come and go whenever they'd like, and
sew up their stadons anywhere in Capiwl
Hill's Cal Anderson Park,

The spring and summer of 2022 saw
three Cutic Tests, and the parent of
zation, the Culic Foundation, claims cach
cvent more than doubled in size.

Cutie Fest has been hosting regular meet-
ince August of 2023. Aiendees can
assist with planning Cutie lests, lag along
on visits to possible venue locations, help
with tundraising to ensure the org has a
future, and steer the 1ik’lok page.

“Come o one meeting or come o muli-
ple! No commitment. This 15 a drop-in thing
80 that more people can be involved and
have a voice,” slates another Instagram post.

Culie’s website alan highlights young art-
ists where people can purchase products, like
clothing and stickers, directly Irom sellers.

To bring local talent together, Cutie hosts
other events, like an upcoming “Queers
Night Out™ ar the Slip Gallery on First Ave-
nue. The event will cater (o aging Queers
who preler o be tucked into their beds hy
midnight. The theme and culht inspiration
recommended by Cutie is “ultra modern

in

brat gitlie pop.” September 7's Queers Night
Out will feature flash tattoos, oracle read-
ings, a photobooth, and a cralling station.

Challenges

An August 8, 2024, Instagram post
discusscs currcnt challenges with Cutic
Fest, which relates 10 why the effart was
Taunched in the first place,

“In order (o gel grant money, which
would be major (inancial [unding so T can
hire employees and open o communily cen-
ter, Cutie needs to be registered as a 5013
nonprofi,” Fritz announced in the post.

A otal of 8604 ix needed Lo apply as an
ollicially recognized nonprolit. Markets, on
the other hand, generally charge S70-200 to
vend for one day, according to Cutie Fest.
‘T'he organization said that beyond making
enough o break even with these fees, ar-
ists have to make cven more in order to turn
aprofit, TFartists aven’t reeling in the cash,
it can be a lime-consuming hobby. Culic
helicves artists deserve w create lor a liv-
ing, and 1o be supported in their elforts,

Supporling young arlists who are looking
fo start their own small businesses needs to
be a community-wide locus. Cutie says it's
the only way for artists 1o succesd

Follow  Curie Fest om  Instagram
@CutieFonndation or visit
hutps:Hewtiefoundation my.canva site.
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Five years ago, Christina Scheppelmann
moved o Seaule with her wife w become
the general direclor of Seallle Opera. Next
month, James Robinson will move t¢ Seat-
tle with his husband 1o become Lhe general
and artistic direclor ol the same company.

When Scheppelman took the job in
2019, she made it clear that she planned to
return to Hurope after her five-year contract
expited. Then she immediately had the
unexpected and unenviable job of ensur-
ing the survival of the company during the
COVID pandemic. She has done that and
morer the company s once again on solid
[inancial ground, and audicnces arc nearly
back 1o pre-pandemic levels. Scheppelman
will leave at the end ol the year Lo beecome
the general and arustic director ol La Mon-
naie/De Munt in Brussels.

Rabinson comes here (rom St. Louis
Opera Theatre, where he served as artis-
tic director for 16 years. While there, he
produced 10 mainstage world premieres,
including two operas composed by jazz
musician ‘lerence Blanchard — Fire Shut
Up in My Bones and Champion — (hal
have since had highly successiul runs at the
Metropolitan Opera. Ile also won a 2019
Grammy Award lor dirccting a Mel pro-
duction of Porgy and Bess.

Secaltle audience members might also
recall Robinson's 2004 production of Car-
men, which sold more tickets than any
other opera in the company’s history.

Robinson is highly respected as both
arts administrator and stage divector, and is

" James Robinson takes the helm at Seattle Op

EY ALICE BLOCH

secn as a visionary with a practical benl. He
helicves in a communily-based approach
o programming. *I want 1o respond (o the
whole community,” he said, “and tell every-
body's story. Scatlle has the [(iTh-largesi
LGBTOH population in the country, as well
as a large Asian population. I want to sce
those communities represented onstage.”

In 8t. Louis, Robinson produced four
Gay-themed operas on the mainstage; he
says all were received well by audiences.

The 202425 Seattle Qpera season is, of
course, already programmed, bul Robinson
is working wilth Scheppelmann Lo plan the
2025-26 season. Tle is now dralting a (ive-
year plan ol repertoire for the company.
In the near luiure, he inlends © mount a
new opera by Huang Rue, composer of
the acclaimed work Ar American Soldier,
which premiercd at St. Louls Opera The-
atre. He has alse asked Blanchard (o com-
pose onc tor Seattle.

“INot to worry,” Robinson said. *1 don't
intend to alienate the core audience, the
lovers of traditional opera,” [n an interview
published on the company’s blog, he named
a lew of his lavorite composers: [landel,
Puccini, Mozarl, Wagner. (“The [irst gues-
tion I'm asked in Scattle,” he says, “is "How
do you feel about Wagner?™)

Robinson's husband, Jim Kroll, has
taken early retirement from his career as a
corporate consultant, and is excited ahoul
growing a garden in Scatle’s favorable
climate. ¥We've lived part-time in Palm
Springs,” Robinson said, “where every-

22N° ANNUAL

thing withers. You're lucky o gel onc
tomatp.”

Although Sealde Opera is a nonprolil,
not a business per se, Robinson expects to
attend the Greater Scattle Business Asso-
clation convention next month. *1U's impor-
tant for LGBTQ-owned businesses to rec-
ognize the contribution of an opera com-
pany o the community,” he said.

Scattle Opera’s 2024-25 season

The first production of the current sea-
son, Paglioeed, has already compleled its
run, which garncred eritical praise, (Sce
Sharon Cumberland’s review in Lhis issue

of SGN) Up next is the world premiere of

Jubilee, wrilten and dirccted by Tazewcll
Thompson (already known in Scaille as
libretust of the opera Biue, which was per-
formed at MceCaw Hall in 2022).

Jubilee ells the story of the 19th-cen-
tury Fisk Jubilee Singers, who traveled the
country and ventured as tar as England to
introduce audiences to African-American
spivituals and raise funds for founding Fisk
University. Jubilee will run Oclober 12-25,

In January 2025 comes a coneert ver-
ston of ITector Berlioz's monumental work
Les Trovems, [ollowed by two ol the most
popular operas in the reperloire: Mozard's
The Magic Flure and Puccini’s Tosca.

Smaller works will be interspersed
helween these olferings. In Nowvember, the
chamber opera Lucidity, about the (ragedy
of dementia, will make its West Coast pre-
micre at Tagney Tones Hall. Tt fcatures a

Sept. 21-22 & 28-29, 2024

AR5 %

artrailsofsww.org

- ¢

PHOTO COURTESY SEATTLE OPERA”

score by Laura Kaminsky and libretto by
David Cole.

In December, Robert MacPherson,
whose “drunken tenor” recitals have
delighted audicnces [or several years, will
return (o the same hall in A Very Drunken
Christinas Carol.

To round out the season, tenor Freddie
Ballenting, a Seattle favorite, and pianist
Kunal Lahiri perform a one-night concert
at MeCaw Hall on April 27.

For tickets amd more informarion, visit
hirpsi/fseartleopera.org,

ar
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Quee ._é$t show in the gala

S

xy?: The Acolyte offers

a half-hearted attempt at representation

BY AUDREY OSCARSON

The Acolyte
Disney+

As a Queer person, 1'm alwayvs keeping
an eye oul [or Queer representalion in new
miedia, $0 when 1 heurd rumors that (he Jal-
sl Star Wers serics was “he Gayest ever,”
Tknew T would have 1o walch it

The Acolvte. which released ity Nirst
episode an June 4, 2024, was dirccted by
Leslye Ileadland (the [irst Queer person
Lo divect part ol the Star Wars [ranchise)
and features actors that are gender diverse
and identity as Queer. However, it's been
a highly controversial show, both for its
relationship to the Sicr Wars canon and in
terms of Queer conlent.

Sel g hundred years belore Fpisode
f: The Phaniom Menace, The Acolyte
locuses on Force-sensitive twin girls sep-
arated al a young age. Now adults, Mac
and Osha have grown in their abilities to
usc the Foree through different means,
while lacing their past and dealing with a

in association with
Theatre Off Jackson

Ppheserds

Sept 27 — Oct 5
7:30 PM

rising threat.

Visually, I think this serics is fantastic.
The casting, costumes, sets, and visual
effects make it beautiful to watch, and 1
upprecialed the amount ol thought that
wenl into even (he smullest delails, View-
crsare (realed (o epic light-saber duels and
fight sequences.

W are also introduced o other inter-
pretations of the Faree, and a view of the
Jedi as not the perfeet order that we sce
in other productions. Instead, we see Jedi
that arc flawed and trying desperately to
hide their mistakes, which I thought it was
aretreshing take.

However, many fans have brought up
issues with (the continuily ol the storyline.
There are a lew details that simply do not
jibe with the alrcady established canon,
which has upsct many (ans, With (he sce-
ond season nol yel conlirmed, we don’t
know il these plot diserepancies will be
remedicd later on.

Even il they are, the writing lelt much

novelteasetheatre.org

to be desired. 1 never felt like I could truly
understand what a character’s motives
or desires were and ultimately found the
character development lacking. Part of this
could be due Lo Lhe Tucl that so many new
characters were introduced in just one sea-
san. Hopelully this will also be addressed
il there is a second season, bul throughoul.,
T found mysell questioning why a charac-
Ler would make a chaice they did based on
whalt we knew abouwt them.

Queer elements

One of the ecentral plot points in the
series is the all-female coven that the
twins grew up in. The origing of Mae and
Osha are not explicitly explained, but il is
mentioned that they were created wilh Lhe
help of the Torce and have two mothers,
who many viewers have speculated are

Lesbians, The vagueness docs leave room
[on personal interpretation.

In episode Tour, we are introduced Lo a
new character named Bavil, which unlor-

CENTER

forthe ARTS

EDMONDS

IMAGE COCURTESY STARWARS.COM

tnately, in my opinion, leads to the worst
way ta be inclusive of gender-diverse
people. Osha, upon meeting Bazil, asks
awkwardly, “1s he, or they, with us?”? This
whole encounter made me uncomlortable,
becanse while yes, this is a milestone lor
Star Wars, it presented Lhe issue of pro-
nouns as something awkward that people
would stumble over,

Furthermore, Baril is not human or
cven human adjacent — [ would say he is
similar 10 a walking rodent, and isn’t even
gender diverse. In a time when having
your pronouns respected can be an uphill
battle, 1 was hoping that, at least in Star
Wars, it would be a universe where it could
be u natural part ol sociely.

[ had very high hopes that Queer peo-
ple would gel actual representalion in The
Acelyte, yol whal we gol was awkward or
never explicit. Tn such a vast galaxy, T had
hoped that T could lind peaple like mysell,
bul they were sadly lacking.

Come for the Storytellers. Come for the Rockstars.
Come for your new favorite artists
you havent discovered yet.

seatrie
NORTHCOUNTRY
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QUESTIONS ABOUT
VACCINE SIDE EFFECTS?

We have answers.

VaccineSmartWA.org Q

When it comes to childhood vaccines,
you want quick access to the best in-
formation to make the best choices
for your family.We got you covered.
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Gillian Gaar on Springsteen:
Why the Boss bussed the Big Man

SEATTLE-BASED AUTHOR AND VETERAN ROCK

Music scribe, historian, and longiime
Capitol Hill fixiure Gillian G, Gaar is
celehrating her 191h hook release, Bruee
Springsteen ar 75, which came out in April.
Although the iconic rocker, known for his
bluc-collar roots, poctic lyrics, and mara-
thon sets, doesn’t actually turn 73 until
Septeniber, Gaar's book lays out his entire
history, [rom his anonymous New Jersey
beginnings to a transcendent and fecund
rock and roll deliverance. She kindly wok
a lew yuestions.

Andrew Hamlin: Asked to name his
“desert-island  dises,” Bruce picked
records by Elvis I'resley, the Beatles, the
Rolling Stones, Van Morrison, Marvin
Gaye, James Brown, Bob Dylan, and the
Four Tops. What do these points on his
musical map tell us abouc his overall sen-
sibility?

Gillian Gaar: The average listener isn'y
going o know much about Bruce, so Tearn-
ing whal songs arc his favoriles is a great
iniroduction (o his inlluences. Note that
there are no posi-"60s artists Hsted here.
[le’s very mueh founded in elassic rock aned
soul, Which L suppese is why he eventually
did a sonl covers album (Ondy rhe Strong
Survive).

AH: I was shocked and amused to find
a picture of Springsteen and saxophon-
ist Clarence Clemons kissing — onstage
during the “Born in the USA” tour! Thid
they do thig often? Was it wild abandon,
sticking it to the squares, and/or some-
thing else?

GG: The Boss and “the Big Man” had
a very close relationship. They cach said,
when they really got to know each other,
that they felt they had found a brother for
Tife. And so il proved. Yoes, their onstage
ineractions often did end in a big sloppy
kiss, T was surprised there wasn'l more
reaciion al the time, bot maybe L was
becanse it wasn'l splashed all over the
news. T would put it down o frecwheel-
ing high spirits, or “wild abandon”™ as vou
put it. Two guys comtortable in their own
skiny.

AH: Have you ever seen Springsteen
play live? If so, where and when?

BY ANDREW HAMLIN

GG: 1 oonly saw him once, al Climawe
Pledge Arena i 2023, Tnleresling 10 sec a
lar cale show with no “clicets,” video
eraphics, etc. Just a bare stage and the
musicians. Boy, the crowd was into it
they were “Broooo-cing™ well hefore the
lizhts went out! That was fun. Not having
the all the extraneous stuft (video graphics)
meani you could ocus on the music, which
made it more powerlul.

AH: Bruce is known as a friend to
the LGBT+ community. T¥d his Oscar-
winning “Streets of Philadelphia®™ song
mark him as a sympathetic straight, or
was he known as such heforehand?

G:G: He did a good intervicw with The
Advocate at the time of the ilm’s release,
which may be online somewhere. He suid
he had a very “hetero” image, espeeially
because ol his pumped-up look during the
“Born in the TUSA” (our, and s0 he fell thal
doing (he “Strects ol Philadelphiy” song
helped him rcach out to the LGBT+ com-
munily in a way he'd never been able (o do
helore. He sald numerous people came up
1o him and thanked him tor the song, which
niust've felt good.

AH: What, in vour view, primed
Springstcen’s sympathy and cmpathy
toward minority communitics, and peo-
plein need?

GG: Probably [having grown| up impoy-
crished himselll He really lived a hand-lo-
mouth existence until his carcer took ofl,
Once 1 did, and he began playing large
arenas, he always let local activist organi-
zations set up tables at his shows and made
donations to local organizations, like food
hanks.

It took him a while, but eventually he
began speaking oul on politieal issues thal
concerncd him, siarting with velerans’
groups. Il you lock al online tour itinerarics
sel up by fan websiles, you see thal he plays
alot ol benehis, bul most of them are small-

scale local things, so they don’i get a lot of

coverage. He's said in inlervicws that since
he’s done so well financially, he feels he has
a responsibility to give something back.

AH: The long-running and origi-
nally Scattle-based Springsteen maga-

JOURNALIST GILLIAN GAAR HAS WRITTEN NUMEROUS

BOOKS ON MUSIC GENRES AND ICONIC ARTISTS.

zine Backstreets shut down, protesting
Springsteen’s seemingly callous reaction
Lo lickel prices in the thousands of dol-
lars. What’s your take on that issue?

GG T was a preny tonc-deaf response;
in one instance, he said, “But if there's
any complaints oo the way out, you can
have your moncy hack.” Yeah, venucs
don’t olfer refunds lor that reason — or
any other reason, really (unless you buy
lickel nsurance.” which 1 sce is offered
al some shows). No once’s saying he should
perform [or free, but having “dynamic pric-
ing” resulting in tickets going lor $3K cach
on the day of sale felt like price gouging.
Which seemed to fly in the tace of his “man
of the people” image.

AH: Charley Cross, who dicd carly in
August, founded Backstreess and was
one of the most intense fans of Springs-
teen, among music journalists at least,
You knew him well and worked along-
side him at The Rocket. What were his
most important perspectives on Spring-

FTNIILSONIEAS

steen? Did he see your book, react to it
atall?

GG The Backstreers oftices were right
next 10 the Rocket offices, but Charley kept
them pretty separate; he never put the new
Springsteen album on the Rocker office ste-
reo, for example, So it wasn't pushed on us
in any way.

Twould flip throngh the magazines and
subsequent book on oecasion, But I didn’l
really read the book mmtil [ was working
on my lirsi Springsicen book |Bess: Bruce
Springsteen and the [ Street Band, The
Riustrated History]. The Backstreets book
is a compilation of some ol the articles in
the magazines and also had a sessionogra-
phy and four guide — really great for Briice
tans, as there were no online resources
to rely on. The articles were useful for a
rescarcher, as the magazing spoke (0 many
people who were in the inner circle. So i
WAHS A ZrCal TeSQUrce.

Charley did know aboul my book, anl
[ was planning on giving him a copy ol ii.
Too bad that couldn’t happen.

GAAR’S MOST RECENT BOOK ABOUT BRUCE SPRINGSTEEN
REVEALS THIS ROCK ICONTHROUGH HIS DECADES OF
CAREER RELEASES, PERFORMANCES, AND ACCOLADES.
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Jiaming

Tang's

debut novel is all love

BY LINDSEY ANDERSON
SGN STAFF WRITER

Alits core, Cinema Love is, well, a love
story. The debut novel from Jiaming Tang
follows the cxperienccs of Quecr Chinesc
immigrants over 30 years, from secret
loves, to cruising in movie theaters, to mak-
ing a life in a strange and at times hostile
new country, While the book centers on
love — both romantic and platonic — a dil-
ferent kind of love initially led Tang (o put
pen 1o page.

“T was writing it during the pandemic
while T was away [rom home, and it was,
in the beginning, this love letter 10 Now
York City"s Chinatown that I could notbe a
part ol, because [ was living in Alabama in
graduate school,” Tang said in an exclusive
inlerview with SGN. “It was a love lelier o
the people i thal community. Tt was very
much something that was Lor mysell”

Much of the story is rooted in New
York’s Chinalown, an homage (o the people
and places that raised Tang. “Hor me, all
1 wanl is for peuple o read the book and |
justwant them (o feel that Tlove this place,”
he said.

A major location in the slory, the Tasl
Broadway Mall in Chinatown, is a spe-
cial spot he remembers visiting lrequently
with s family. “Tt was a space where all
the immigrants of the Fujiancse weuld go
because it's a place where you could ger
work uniforms, you could get lunch, you
could get phone cards s¢ you could call
home, 1t was this hub,” he recalled. Today,
the mall is in decline. and Tang fears it
won’t make it (o the end of the decade, The
waork he pul into describing the mall’s inti-
male details will hopelully go on o pre-
serve its memory long alterit's gone.

Much like the East Broadway Mall, other
aspects of the book are rooted in a lime and
place inaccessible o readers. Cirrerna Love
begins in rural Fuzhou. As a first-genera-
tion American, Tang was less Tamiliar with
Fuzhou and the immigration process, so he
wenl 1o his parents for rescarch. “Therc is
a part of the book where the characters are
immigrating to America and trying to find
their footing as new migrants in New York
Cily,” Tang said. "A Tol of thal came lrom
speaking to my mom and my dad and ask-
ing them whal it was like”

Many picees of the book were also
inspired by Tang’s obseryvations on Lrips (o
China throughout his youth, As a lcenager,
he began Lo notice the ways Queerness was
observed and trearcd in China. “I saw onc
ol'my mother’s |male] friends touch another
man's arm at a bus stop,” Tang rccalled.
“The way he looked at the other man was
so render, there was so much desire in his
eyes, but there was so much fear. It was the
most ordinary thing in the world, trying (o
make contact with another human being.
bul because it was queer T think il became ¢

very Irightening thing for him.”

That moment stuck with Tang throughout
his life. As an openly Gay Chinese-Amer-
ican man, he tound himself interested in
the experiences of older Queer immigrants.
“That was the image thar became the thing
that 1 was ohsessed wilh for a ol of my
cmaolional lile, T was nol a writer when T
was sevenieen and | saw thal, bul the image
of a person rying 1o make contacl with
another person and being scared of that,
that heeame the major grounding point [or
the book,” he said.

“The central question for me is, what
does it mean and what does it leel like o
be Gay in a place where homosexuality
doeso't culiurally or socially exisi?” Tang
continued. “The second part of that ques-
tion lor me 15, what does it mean W he
somebody who loves the place that they
come [rom despite nolbeing able (o express
whao they are? | don't know how 1 became a
wriler, but somewhere along the line, (hose
questions and my obsession with China-
town in Mew York City combined inlo 4
project.”

That small pandenic project has become
a critically acelaimed success, American
crities have praised Cinema Love [or ils
depiction of Queerness, immigration, and
the pursuit of the American dream. How-
ever, it's the stery’s cmphasis on solidarity
that has hit home with many readers.

I3uring the writing process, Cinema Love
evolved along with Tang's understanding
ol hig social identitics, “In the beginning,
T thought it was going 1o be a book where
the main focus of the book was these Gay
men. T thought it was going Lo be about their
relationships and the [act that they couldn’t
love cach other in public,” Tang said. “But
what happened was the book ended up
being about the women who were married
Lo these men.”

As Tang cxplored real stories of
LGBTQ+ Chinesc immigrants, he lound
a common throughline in the importance
of comnmunity. “The emotional core in the
book 1o me is this group of women who
make Queerness possible,” he said, "My
perspectives on what it means to be a Gay
person and whal it means Lo belong w
Queer communily evolved in those years
as a parl ol the writing, | wan( Lo represent
with dignily and sincerity, Lhe women in
my life who made it possible for me o be
who 1 am, and 1 try to do that in the book.
That’s sort of the evolution there.”

Cinemou Love is o heartbreakingly resil-
ient story, written by, for. and about love,
The nevel is a love letter to Tang's commu-
nity, an embodiment of the allies whe give
him sirength, and a testament (o the bonds
shared in public and in private by those
who were (eld they didn’Lexisl,
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Your favorite authors at

Your Library

All events at the
Central Library, 1000 4th Ave.

Wednesday
Sept. 4,
7p.m.
Aiden
Thomas
Besiselting YA
author

Thursday
Sept. 19,

7 p.am.
Anna Zivarts
Steering away
from car
dapendency

Sunday
Sept. 22,

1 p.m.
Banned
Book Week
Kick-off
Latterpress
printing!

Saturday
Qct. 19,
2 p.m.
Poets
Against
Hate
Featuring
local poets

Monday
Oct. 28,

7 p.m.
Jeff
VanderMeer
Absalution,
bonus
Annifiilation book

Thursday
Dec. 5,
7pm.

Dr. Manisha
Sinha
Acclaimed
historan tafks
Reconstruction

Tuesday
Sept. 10,

Greenwell
Diseussing
“Small Rain”

Friday
“ Sept. 20,
e 7 p.m.
Dr. Karen
Tang
With TikTok's
i Jane Park

Wednesday

Oct. 9,

7 pam.
Paul Lynch
2023 RBooker
Prize winner

Wedresday
Oct. 23,
7 pm.
Rachel
Kushner
2024
Booker Prize
fonglist

Saturday
Nov. 2,
2pm.

Jack Straw
Writers
Showcase
Curated by
Nisi Shawl

Tuesday
Dec. 10,

7 p.m.
Bruce Fulton
The Penguin
Book of
Korean
Short Staries

Register at www.spl.org/AuthorsAndBooksCalendar

VISIT US ONLINE SGN.ORG

SEPTEMBER 2024

SGN 27



& "Acommiinal experience”; |
Seattle filmmaker Elisa Levine on her award-winning documen
Sweetheart Deal and its upcoming theatrical release

BY SARA MICHELLE FETTERS
SGN STAFF WRITER

Sweetheart Decd was (he best (Um T saw
during the 2022 Scautle Tmernational Film
Fegtival. It is the best Seattle-set documen-
tary since 19847 Streenwise. Heck, 1'd go
50 far as 1o state it’s argnably one of the best
documentaries 1 have ever seen.

Shot over the course of seven years, with
most of the action transpiring on Seartle’s
Aurora Avenue North, the documentary
lollows four young sex workers, Krisla
(nicknamed “Amy™), Kristing, Sara, and
Tammy, all of whom arc friends with —
and cven sometimes looked alter by — the
RV-dwelling Taughn, aka Flliot. Their
slores are heartbreaking, harrowing, and
hracingly intinate.

Dircclors ElisaT.evine and Gabricl Miller
showgase an empalhelc gracelulness as
they chartcach woman’s journey, They cap-
ture atime and a place that is both uniquely
Scatlle yet also sadly universal, as iU's lar
100 easy to imagine agonizingly similar sto-
ries playing out on busy (and not so busy)
streets throughout the United States.

But Levine and Miller also find a glim-
mer of hope in the center of all the heart-
hreak, broken dreams, addiction, and
migsed opportunilics. Morcover, they are
also inadverient wilnesses (0 a scandal-
ously mensirous crime, documenting a
horrific betrayal that’s practically unimagi-
nahle inits exeruciating magnitude.

Recently, and now (hal Sweetheart eal
is on the cusp of a theatrical release, [ was
also able 1o briefly get in touch with Levine
to diseuss how things have evolved in the
time since her film's testival debut.

“This journey has been incredibly dif-
ficulr yet tulfilling on so many levels,” she
said. “Sharing Sweetheart Deal wilh audi-
cnees al lilm Iestivals was one of the most
rewarding parts ol the process. There’s
something magical about waiching it in a
theater, surrounded by people who are Tully
engaged with the story — il’s a communal
experience that amplifies the emotional
impact of the film in a way that’s hard 10
replicate elsewhere.

“Winning the Seattle Filim Critics Award
and various other accolades has been an
unexpected but deeply gratifying acknowl-
edgment ol the hard work and dedication
aur entive wam poured into this projeet. Bul
what truly stands out for me are the conver-
sations I've had with viewers alier screen-
ings — people who see their own humanity,
their own struggles or triumphs refecied
in the film. Hearing how Sweetheart Deal
resonates with them, how it stirs emotions
and sparks discussions, reminds me why
we made this film in the first place. As we
move into the next phase with the theatri-
cal release, [ teel an overwhelming sense of
gratitude and anticipation. T can’t wail [or
eyven more people (o experience the film.”

Co-direclor Gabricl Miller (ragically
passed in July of 2019, a liule before Sweet-
heart Deal had been completed and well
ahead of when it would begin to intimately
connect with festival audiences. *1 think
Gubriel would be incredibly touched
see how much the film seems to mean to
people,” reflected Levine. “Our ultimate
poal was for audiences to see themselves
in these women and Lo leel like they (ruly
know them, just as we did.

“Gabricl’s work behind the camera was
cssential in achicving thal connection.
His cinematography slyle, along with his
paticnee, was crucial in (ranslating (heir
stories and struggles into a visual experi-
cnece that deeply resonales with vigwers,
His approach allows the audience 1o lec)
as though they are right there with [these]
women, sharing in their experiences and
cmotions.”

As for the documentary hirting theaters
now, right in the middle of an election
year, when questions of a woman’s right to
hodily autonomy, criminalizing sex work,
homelessness, LGBTQH rights, and other
important social issues are at the foretront
of the political conversation? “We do lec!
that the timing ol Sweetheart Deal’s the-
atrical rclease is particularly right,” staled
the filmmaker emphatically,

“In an ¢ra when many issues are highly
polarized, the flm addresscs topics like
addiction, trauma, sexual abuse, women's
rights, and sex work in a way that cus
through partisan divides. Our hope is that it
can ultimately unite people and spark con-
versations about these crucial issues, rather
than deepen existing divisions.

“Mugch like how support groups [or par-
cnts who have lost children 1o addiction
locus on shared human expericnces rather
than politics, we hope thal Sweetheart Deal
will transcend political boundaries. By
highlighting the resilicnce and siruggles of
the women in the filn1, we aim to bring peo-
ple wogether to discuss solutions and under-
stand what truly marters, beyond political
affiliations. Ultimately, we believe the film
speaks to everyone and otfers a chance for
collective reflection and dialogue.”

The [ellowing are the cdited (ranscripls
of my wide-ranging conversation with
[.eving when Thad the pleasure Lo sil down
with dircetor back in April of 2022 (o dis-
cuss her (im, the truth-ig-stranger-than-fic-
Lion twist invelving Elliotl, and the raptur-
ous reception the doc was receiving from
festival audiences:

Sara Michelle Fetters: I am so glad
we're getting the opportunity to talk,
because your doc bBlew me away. [ was
literally rewalching a section ol your
film right before we sal down, There’s

s0 much here Lo think about and dissect.
I’s extraordinary,

Elisa Levine: Thank you. Thank you so
much. I'm curious, which part were you
rewatching?

SME: The part you would likely sus-
pect. The third act. The point where
cverything...

EL: Goes sideways.

SMF. Exactly. T wanl to start closer tn
the beginning, the very heginning, When
you and Gabriel started this project,
whal were your expectlations? Did you
have any preconceplions as Lo the Lype off
storics you were going to e showeagsing?

El: In the very carly days, T had no
idea that 1 was even poing to meet Elliotr,
the self-proclaimed “mayor of Aurora,”
becanse the project was called Awrora
Stories at that point, and 1 was siill look-
ing around for those stories. It wasn't until
meeting him that 1 tound the entry point
into this world,

T'think we had in mind that we wanied 1o
shoot a cinema veritd film. We wanied 10
shool observationally, We were very mugh
infueneed by Streefwise, and we were
looking al that as a guideline in many ways.
We knew we wanted to tell human stories,
but yeah, we didn’t know at that time where
it way going Lo go.

We were guests in that world of Aurora.
We were gradually learning our way
around and trying to understand what was
going on, In the beginning, Twas so naive,
didn'( even realize that most of the women,
al Ieast al the time, were oul there because
of addiction, primarily heroin. We always
had it in mind that we wanted to...1¢ll a
human story, and humanizc people, bul we
didn’t know where it was going to go. We
didn't know who was going to allow us 1o
film their lives.

SME: Were yon surprised that these
women would let you so fully into their
lives [or such a long perind of time?

EL: T was very surprised. T remember
showing an carly work sample of this al a
Scaltle Documentary Associalion reircal
many years ago. ... We had caplured just a
little bit of stuft at that time, and 1 remember
standing up lin front of | everyone, and [say-
ing |, “Does anyone want o alswer any ques-
tions about the processes of documentary
filmimaking? How do you get verité? How do
you get it7 1don’t know how to doit.”

Tt ended up being that you just do it. You
Lell people that you're there and you establish

PHOTO COURTESY SWEETHEART DEAL

relationships, but you then el people that
“were invisible” Bul a lot of it is relation-
ship building, though, prior 1o that. IT you're
successful, then people evenrually will get
into the mode of ignoring the camera.

Don't misunderstand. They're always
aware the camera’s present. But they will
get into the mode of doing what — at least
ir’s whart [ felt like while shooting — they
normally would he doing il you were not
there.,

You never know, of course. You nover
know how much the camera is inllucnecing.
Rul we were hoping (hat things were nol
going 10 be perlormative, I was these Tour
women who really embraced us and wanted
their storics Lold. We ended up focusing on
then and buill sirong relationships, really
close relationships.

SMF: When you build those relation-
ships, and becanse this is such, as you
say, a verité style of filmmaking, how
emotionally difficult was it for you as
filmmakers to ohserve everything that
was happening, ask these difficult and
tongh questions, and not want to become
involved yourselves?

EIL: Can you he more specilic?

SMF: Like with Sara or with Krista,
When you witness the decisions they are
mauking. When you see what is happen-
ing to them. Yon've spent so much time
forging these relationships, so it had to
be difficult sitting there, watching events
transpire as they do.

El: When you're working with people
this closely, you do become Iriends. T jusi
happens, and our relationships were really
close. There were many hours thal we spent
wilh the camera off, There were many
hours that we just spent with the women
when they needed us: a ride to the metha-
done clinic, sitting next to Sara in the emer-
geney roony, stuft like that. We were just
spending time with them because we cared
abour them as people.

[f anyone ever asked us for anything,
excepl lor money, we tried (o help, T1 any-
one was ever like, “T need a referral (o a
needle exchange” or sonicthing like that,
we (ried Lo help. We wanted them Lo gel oul
ol that lile, We wanled that for them. Bul
we were also very aware that they didn’(
want us to fix everything for them. They
didn’t need a savior.

And we were in no position to save them!
We were in no position to tell somebody
that they needed to go into treatment. Heck,
they'd already been through treatment a
dorcn times, and they didn’t want some-
body coming in and telling them, “This
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is what yvou need to do” They would've
stopped talking to us day one.

But we really wanted to honor where they
were at, what their strug gles were, and what
the story that they wanted to tell. But. yeah,
that’s & tough and interesting question.

SMF: And then there is Elliott...

Hl.: Yes. Ellio(l. There's lots (o unpack
there.

SMF: When did you all connect? At
what point did he become so comfort-
able letting you all in to his world and his
relationship with the women of Aurora
Avenue North?

EL: I initially came across Elliott in
2009, 1 was looking around for stories on
Aurora, and he was outside working on the
generator ol his RY, up by the SL Vingen's
around 135th. T had been (alking Lo several
people, but a low ol them were not ready o
talk — peaple who were living in RVs and
the like. There wasn't that much of that in
Seattle at that time, and there were even
fewer who were brazen enough to park
right on Aurora.

Elliott didi't showease any reticence to
our presence, He didn't have that, I any-
thing, he was like, "Well. Where have you
been?” TL was like we were old [riends.
When T came across him, he seemed 10
want his story documented, Tle scemed (o
jumpin rontof the camera.

I think Tinitially did the pre-interviewing
with him, stuff like that, and eventually he
let us start filming inside the RV. Elliott
told me his whole spicl: I'm the mayor of
Aurora. U'm the guy to know. Everybody

knows me. He was portraying himself as
really creating a community atmosphere.
He was profiled in Real Change, and he
was putting forth the image that he wanted
to portray about himself.

SMF: With whut we end up learning
about him, things Scattleites will likely
be familiar with, what with all the local
news coverage at the time, did you or
anynoe else in your team have any mis-
givings about Elliott? What were your
feelings when you started to get to know
him?

EL: 1 definitely did not. Initially, he was
like u grandfatherly figure, which is funny
now. But no, 1 dido't have that, but 1 was
aradually learning what exactly was going
on, and then it was becoming apparent as
things went on that he was poriraying whai
he wanted everyone 1o seo: that he wanted
everyone Lo kick their habit, that he was
there o protect them.

Well, maybe not evervane. But almost
evervone. His RV, it was like 4 rest place
to stop and get cared for. And not just for
women but also for men too.

SMF: When did it become appar-
ent things were more oft with him than
you suspected? YWas it when the police
arrested him? Before that?

EL: Tt ook a litle ime 1o put together
and realize that there [were] any relation-
ships or whalever going an between him
and the women. We filmed something like
3310 400 hours of footage. As things went
on, there were definitely moments where
we're just like, “Is this euy as greata deal?”

There were definitely moments of doubt.

One duay, people going in and out of his
RV would be like, *I'm so mad athim!” But
then the next day they'd be proclaiming,
“I love him so much™ or “He's such a good
friend.” You couldn’t keep up, and it was
differen! [or each person. Bul, yeah, I think
this was the point where we were pick-
ing up that ELiott was not 4 sainl. Bul was
he also the best oplion aul here Tor these
wamen? No one clse seemed like they were
stepping up to help. Tt was confusing.

But as far as the stuff with the allega-
tions and what he ended up being arrested
for and cverything? And then sentenced
for? We did not have any clue that he was
doing unconseions sexual assanlt... Gabriel
couldn't believe it at first. That was really
freaking disturbing to find that out. Read-
ing the police report and stuff like that, that
was whal made me really feel sick. Tihrow
up when Tread it

Alter that and then leoking back al the
lonlage, going through it all again, in rel-
rospect, there were little things that you
pick up on after finding all of this stuft out.
It brings a whole new Light to what we had
heen doing. There were so many pieces of
footage where 1 was just like, "How did we
not put all of thar together?™” [t stings.

SMEF: Ultimately, what do you hope
audiences take away from the film?

EL: T think the most important thing is
being able 1o connecl with these people,
with the women in the film, on a human
level. T think that if you're able to see your-
self, or see someone you know in then,
in those women, then something’s work
ing. It's the beginning to bringing a decper

understanding of why people might get into
addiction and how diffienlt it is to get out,
even when these individuals are trying so
hard to do so... and often ending up back
right where they started... If we can under-
stand, mayhe we can be in & better position
10 help. Wouldn't that be preal?

Sweetheart Deal refurns to Seaitle the-
aters for a limited engagement at the SIFF
Fibm Center September 27 thru Ocrober
. Direcior Elisa Levine, editor Briztney
Kuplan, and producer Peggy Case will be
on hand for post-screening O&As on Sept.
27 and 28. For advance tickets, please go
io httpstwwwsifinet/programs-and-

eventsifilmmaler-ganda-sweetheari-deal.
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Plucky Trust in Love surfs an emotionally authentic

TRUSTIN LOVE
Theaters | YOD

Can a single cloment save a lilm from
disaster? That’s cerlainly the case with
the plucky indie drama Trust in Love,
Writer and lead actor Jimi Petulla and
director Mick Davis have crafted a rudi-
mentary soap opera of familial dysfunc-
tion overflowing in one clichéd moment
after another. However, the core elements
are based on ruth. Belter vel, they break
through all of the melodramatic sludge
with surprising effecliveness. As many
times a3 1 rolled my eyves, there were counl-
less more when my heartstrings were elfce-
tively tngeed, my funny hone whimsically
tickled. Most importantly, my affections
were tenderly won over.

But the best part? That one element that
kept everything trom surfing a bad wuve
and wiping out: a sensational father-son
saga of acceptance, wgetherness, and love
that overflows 1o surprisingly intimate uni-
versal truths, No maller how absurd evenls
may become or how one subplot impolilely
crashes inwo another, the emotional foun-
dalion remains cathartically strong. This
allows this project to resonate on 4 deeply
personal level. [Eis also what makes watch-
ing it worthwhile.

Legendary Malibu music producer
Mickey Ferrera (Petulla) feels like his life
has smashed into a tidal wave. After 1%
vears of marrigge, his much younger wife

wave of familiar familial strife

BY SARA MICHELLE FETTERS
SGN STAFF WRITER

Solia (Nalasha Wilson) has asked [or g
divoree. That would be bad enough, but his
cldest davghier, Jennifer (Sydney Bullock),
is also dealing with teenage poer pressure
while also concealing a now-so-scerel crush
on her equestrian coach Brian (Jeremiah
Blakle). Then there™s Mickev's son Cody
(Logan Arditty). A budding artist, he's
developed a ramantic interest in one of his
(male) classmates, and a pair of his school’s
most noxious bullies have uncovered his
secrel.

Topping it all ol The record Mickey is
producing for 4 omee proud rock band is
going nowhere, and iU's rustratingly dawn-
ing on all those in the recording studio that
the quartet’s best days are slowly vanishing
on the horizon like a Calitornia sunset.

One of the best ideas Davis and Petulla
had was to cast their picture with a bevy of
amateur actory, talented neweomers, and
veteran musicians (who ave either play-
ing themselves or purposeful variations
on their public personas). They've also
allowed a laid-bacl, laissez-Luire Calilor-
nid allitude (o permeale the produclion.
Think of The Dude (Fhe Big Lebowski) or
Jell Spicoh (Fast Thnes at Ridgemant High)
and you'll get what I mean. There's some-
thing refreshingly distinetive ahout this
that's happily disarming.

And don’t get me starred on the cinema-
tography. Viorel Sergovici's camerawork is
nothing shart of outstanding.

A handful of the story elements are

noliceahly rough, Almost everything oo
cerning Mickey und Sofa's divoree s
Mal. As evenls are seen almost entirely
Irom his perspective, some o what (ran-
spires between the duo can come across as
decidedly one-gided. This has the uninien-
tional side effect of sugarcoating much of
the naturally unpleasant complications that
arise when two peaple try to deal amicably
with a situation such as this, only o have
animosity and distrust worm their way
inlo the proceedings. Solia’y journey [eels
entirely in service of Mickey's, and this
keeps her lrom manu facluring an interior
life ol her pwn outside of his long shadow,

[1"s how the narrative deals with the pair's
children where cverything comfortably
hangs ten. Bullock is quite good as Jen-
nifer. While her character’s subplots don't
have toms of emative staylng power or dra-
matic zest, the young actress still makes a
strong impression. A scene at the eques-
trian stable in which she inadvertently
learns a demuralizing truth about Brian is
unexpecledly beart-stopping, while play-
[ully quiet moments with Petulla or Wilson
showcase spunky charm.

But 1t 13 eveals involving Cody’s heart-
rendingly befuddled coming out where
Petulla’s screenwriting soars and Daviz's
confident direction perfectly augments
what's happening to the teenager. [ty otten
hard to watch, and those easily triggered
by hate speech and homophobic violence
(both physical and psychological) will

PHQTO COURTESY TRUST I LOVE

undoubledly want (o [ook away. Nonethe-
less, Lhe effortless, cathartic sty of how
Cody and Mickey communicale caught me
by surprisc.

There’s this lerrific seene, not too long
aller 1the son sils down and (imorously
reveals what he’s heen dealing with to a
father finally ready to put all distractions
aside and listen, where any indifference or
vitriol 1 may have felt disappeared. Mickey
takes Cody to chat with one of his friends,
drag perlormer Lucy Lhe Magi (Alberto
Dyavila Jr.), and a briel moment that could
have become o sereotypical, clichéd
disaster ends up anylhing bul, The whole
sequence, 10 more than maybe five min-
utes, overtlows in authenticity, and all three
actors achieve a level of relaxed intimacy
that speaks valunes.

This drama does have its issues. It does
not help that the climax is like something
out of a 1970s television mavie of the week,
soofily mawkish and dripping in sentimen-
tality. Lalso wasn't 2 fan of how Mickey and
Solla’s divorce resolved itsell, ils Lidiness
coming perilously close (0 being insulting.

No matier. Where il counts most, the [ilm
gels almost everything right: the interac-
tions between devoted parents and their
hurting children, who try to act as if they
stoically understand what is happening but
o1 the inside are erumbling o pieces. For
that reason — and in sonie respects, that
reason alone — Triast i Love won me over.
I say give it alook.
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The Seattle Public Library

o YEAp PACIFIC NORTHWEST SHOP
4

"'"‘V]‘ m 2024 Local Everyday Gifts Made in the Northwest

”’IVEB‘J"’

Explore the

H Food - Clothing
H’Story O_f Jewelry - Games
Seattle Gay News Bath & Body
Home & Garden

Books & Cards

Celebrate 50 years of informing, connecting and
advocating for the local LGBTQ+ community.

Visit the Central Library's Level 8 Gallery,
extended through September 22.
1000 Fourth Ave., Seattle, WA 98104

www.spl.org/Exhibits Seattle ’ T cOMa

4411 Wallingford Ave N. | 2702 N Proctor St. i PNWshop.com
206-535-6920 253-752-2242

Your Voice Matters
Queer Power Alliance, Entre Hermanos
and POCAAN are inviting BIPOC
LGBTQIA+ folks in South King County to - October 4-6
participate in a community survey. & . The El‘icksol'l Theatre

'l
Your unigque perspective helps us address Seat“e waShin ton
challenges and create programs that meet On Sale IIOW 2 g
our community's needs.

Use this QR Code to take the survey now

DFAD 2024

¥.
-
F

WE INVITE YOU T0 TAKE DUR SURVEY

1%
DN YOUR EXPERIENCES WITH HOUSING,
HEALTH, TRANSPORTATION, WORK,
AND VOTING. YOU CAN DO THIS ON ]
YOUR PHONE, COMPUTER, OR
Teshs i Aerp e e tinyurL.cony/skelghtq _isdanie FSTIVA
(d) @menindance

YOU'LL RECEIVE $25 FOR COMPLETING password case sensitive PrideSKC
THE SURVEY.

Looking for a friend named { JALL
CHUCK AMIN “NIGHT §GH00
from Lincoln, NE.
Blond hair, antique dealer lgilgl%uarter
(maybe in Monroe?)
If this is you, call me please!

Sept. 21st! . ;.

Tim Cunningham
2 0 6- 9 39 -.8 83 5 ity 3 ght hchuol does not dlscnmmale on the basis of

administration of its educatienal policie: Photo by Richard Walker




AHF Wellness Center

1016 E Pike St, Ste 200
(206) 302-2044




KEITH
HARING

A RADIANT LEGACY

| Oct.12-Mar.23 =» Get tickets at MoPOP.org/Keith-Haring

i & Celebrate the works of activist and public murals and NYC subway stations
SN A P O P LGBTQIlA+ artist Keith Haring at with his distinctive style. Over his
' M O Seattle’s first solo exhibition of Haring’s  short life, Haring explored sexuality,
i works. Haring believed art was for capitalism, war, joy, identity, and more,

everyone-and expanded his work through his art. Catch the exhibition at
beyond traditional galleries, adorning MoPOP—only here until March.

Single Source Traveling Exhibition provided by: Bl panNaRT




