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For 51 years, we've informed, defended, and celebrated our community.
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Now, arising tide of hate and censorship threatens to silence us. : i
Stand with us. Become a monthly donor. Keep LGBTQIA+ journalism alive. ' '-‘ﬁﬁ
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JUNE 20

CHEYENNE JACKSON:
THE SIGNS OF LIFE TOUR

Cheyenne Jackson brings his
infectious charm and powerhouse
vocals to the iconic Benaroya Hall
stage with Signs of Life, a musical
meditation on art, love, fatherhood
and the cosmic twists that have
shaped his remarkable path.

JUNE 25

MUSIC AND FASHION

WITH THORGY THOR
AND THE SEATTLE SYMPHONY

Reunited with the Seattle Symphony,
sensational NYC-based drag
performance artist Thorgy Thor
(RuPaul’s Drag Race, Dragnificent)
will dazzle audiences with her vibrant
personality, virtuoso violin skKills,
razor-sharp wit and outrageous
fashion sense.

JUNE 27 & 28

BARBIE THE MOVIE:

IN CONCERT WITH

{ THE SEATTLE SYMPHONY

Dance the night away with Barbie
The Movie: In Concert! The record-
shattering, full-length feature film

will be accompanied by the Seattle
Symphony, performing both the score
and the beloved pop songs from the
iconic soundtrack.

Barbie The Movie: In Concert is produced and licensed

by Overture Global Entertainment on behalf of Mattel,
Inc. and Warner Bros. Pictures.

BARBIE™ and associated trademarks and trade dress are
owned by, and used under license from, Mattel. ©2025
Mattel. © 2025 Warner Bros. Ent. All rights reserved.
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In network with most commercial insurance and Medicare plans. Serving all of Washington State.



Creating with pride: Path with

Art’s LGBTQIA+ Open Studios
foster community, creativity,

and radical hospitality

BY ALEX GARLAND

At the intersection of art and identity,
Path with Art is quietly revolutionizing
what inclusive creativity looks like in
Seattle. In a city rich with Queer culture,
the nonprofit’s LGBTQIA+ Open Studio
sessions provide a rare blend of free-form
art making, community care, and radical
hospitality. Every Friday evening, these
gatherings offer Queer-identifying people a
space to show up exactly as they are, with
no explanation needed, no cost to partici-
pate, and no pressure to produce anything
beyond connection.

“We were looking at the demograph-
ics for our participants in 2023,” Emily
Shallman, program director at Path with
Art, told the SGN. “We noticed that it was
around 25-30% of participants who iden-
tified as LGBTQ+. Now, that number is at
36%.”

Recognizing that Queer artists naturally
gravitated toward Path with Art in large
numbers, Shallman and other staff mem-
bers got to work. With teaching artists Jess
and Lee, Shallman cocreated a space spe-
cifically centered on LGBTQIA+ identi-
ties.

The sessions are free-form, open to any-
one 18 and older, and require no prior regis-
tration — just walk in and make something.

“You can come in, maybe you're having
an anxious day or a great day, and you can
use the supplies for free and make anything
that you want,” Shallman explained.

Radical hospitality in action
The concept of radical hospitality —
treating people with deliberate, generous

As we celebrate Pride Month across

Washington state, I find myself reflecting
on both how far we’ve come — and how far
we still have to go. When I first came out, I
was also running for public office. I'll never
forget what a political mentor said to me at
the time: “I love you, Dave. But it’s too bad
— now you can’t run for office.”

That was 25 years ago. Back then, the
idea of an openly Gay legislator represent-
ing the working-class suburbs of South
King County was virtually unheard of. But
Iran. I won. And together, we made history
— becoming the first openly LGBTQ+
legislator in Washington state elected out-
side the city of Seattle.

And now, it’s with honor that I serve as

kindness — shapes the environment.

“You can expect people to treat you with
respect and to value what you’re work-
ing on and who you are,” Shallman said.
“There’s a lot of resource sharing between
the participant artists.”

It’s this blend of creativity and care that
has made the program so successful. About
10-40 people participate per session, with
more attending during the paired music
jam sessions. But more than the numbers,
it’s the stories and the transformations that
resonate.

Alec Rogers, arts administrator, recalled
the organization’s first LGBTQIA+-
focused exhibition, and how it turned out
twice as good as they thought it would.

“Honestly, I was expecting maybe, like,
10 works of art,” they admitted to the SGN.
“But we got at least 20, and we filled up an
entire wall... full of really diverse mediums
and subject matter.”

One artist is actively working on a scale
model of Path with Art’s “art home,” com-
plete with a library card catalog and minia-
ture cabinetry.

From drag camp to Queer visions

The popular Drag Camp, now in its sec-
ond iteration, is also a sign of things to
come. It introduces participants to drag:
its history, cosmetic and hair styling tech-
niques, ways to develop a stage identity,
and more.

“It’s much more popular than I was antic-
ipating,” Rogers said. “People with very big
personalities — all who left smiling and
happy.”

These moments are common in a space
that encourages artists to bring their full

selves. Amanda Carter Gomes, direc-
tor of marketing and events, told the SGN
that “the process of art making can be
isolating depending on what you do and
how you create... A lot of people find that
it feels good to be in community and cre-
ate together — and also just to have human
interaction out in the world.”

Rogers enthusiastically shared their
excitement about Path with Art’s future
offerings. This June it’s working with Ant
Gallery in the Seattle Center to host this
year’s Pride Month exhibition, “Queer
Visions.” The Drag Camp class currently in
progress will be performing at the closing
ceremony.

Community roots and future growth

As the space continues to grow, the
organization will introduce an online
LGBTQIA+ Open Studio this June to mir-
ror the in-person sessions and better serve a
broader audience.

“We’ve seen how impactful those iden-
tity-driven spaces are, SO more opportuni-
ties are coming in the future,” Shallman
said.

Much of this expansion is made possible
through strong community partnerships.
Shallman credits Peer Seattle, a Queer-
focused support network that offers job
assistance, support groups, and its own art
programming.

“We wouldn’t exist without our part-
ners,” Shallman said. “Jack Harlan over at
Peer has been such an amazing supporter.
Some of our participants come from Peer
Seattle to Path with Art.”

Ultimately, the LGBTQIA+ Open Stu-
dios are not about crafting perfection or
producing masterpieces but rather showing
up for yourself, for each other, and for art
as a shared act of healing and expression.
As Shallman put it: “People really crave
authenticity... and there’s so much of that
here.”

Marching Forward:
Reflections on Pride and Public Service

BY DAVE UPTHEGROVE
COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC LANDS

Washington’s first out LGBTQ+ statewide
executive official — albeit far too late in
our history. I don’t share that story to center
myself. I share it because what motivated
me then still drives me today — and should
drive all of us: a commitment to justice.
Justice for LGBTQ+ people. Racial justice.
Gender justice. Justice for tribal nations,
working families, and the natural world.

That commitment is personal. I'm the son
of a father with disabilities. I'm the brother
of someone who has overcome addiction
and criminal justice involvement. I believe
deeply that everyone — regardless of back-
ground or identity — deserves dignity,
respect, and opportunity.

Martin Luther King, Jr. once said, “The
arc of the moral universe is long, but it
bends toward justice.” That has been my
experience. When I began serving in the
legislature, it was still legal in Washing-
ton to fire someone simply for being Gay.
LGBTQ+ families had no legal protections
or recognition.

But together, we fought for change.

We passed antidiscrimination laws. We
secured domestic partnership rights. And
in 2012, Washington voters made history
by affirming marriage equality at the bal-

lot box. The following year, I had the joy of
marrying the love of my life.

Today, I'm honored to serve as Washing-
ton’s commissioner of public lands, leading
a team of 2,200 employees at the Depart-
ment of Natural Resources. I'm also proud
to be Washington’s first out LGBTQ+
statewide elected executive.

At the department, our core value is sim-
ple: respect. Everyone deserves it. Every-
one should feel it. No exceptions. We owe
this progress to those who came before us
— trailblazers like the late Sen. Cal Ander-
son, who courageously served as Wash-
ington’s first openly LGBTQ+ legislator;
and Justice Mary Yu, the first out statewide
elected official in our state. Their leader-
ship opened doors for so many of us.

But we know the work is far from over.

We see Transgender youth being targeted
across the country, used as political punch-
ing bags. And the consequences are dev-
astating. According to the Trevor Project’s
2022 National Survey on LGBTQ Youth
Mental Health, 41% of LGBTQ youth in
Washington seriously considered suicide in
the past year. For Transgender and Nonbi-
nary youth, that number rises to 49%.

That’s not acceptable. That’s not “family

Jayne DeHaan, REIMAX Metro Realty 206-963-3877 Iadyj@jaynedeha
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values.” That’s a crisis.

That’s why Pride is not just a celebration
— it’s a statement. It’s visibility. It’s sur-
vival. If the only messages young people
hear are messages of fear and hate — even
if they’re wrapped in the language of faith
and family — then silence isn’t neutral.
Silence is harmful.

Young people need to see themselves
reflected in leadership. Those of us with
privilege and a platform have a responsi-
bility to lift others up, to speak out, and to
push forward.

Pride didn’t start as a party. It started as
a protest. From Stonewall to today, every
step forward has been earned — by people
who stood up, spoke out, and refused to go
back. This month, and every month, let’s
recommit to basic truths: That all people
have value. That our differences are not
weaknesses but strengths. That everyone
deserves justice, equal rights, and a fair
shot.

That’s what Pride is about. That’s the
future we’re building. Let’s keep showing
up. Let’s keep standing up.

Happy Pride.
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Teachers refused to call on me because I
was too timid to speak louder than a mouse.
I don’t know what happened to the kids
who exchanged looks when I read in class,
but if you told them what I do today, they
wouldn’t believe you.

Decades after I could barely whisper in
class, I yapped into a microphone for a full
hour. A crowd listened with rapt attention.
When it was up, I felt a rush stronger than
any substance could provide. They say
addiction alters a person’s whole life, but
what they don’t say is performance is one
hell of a drug.

I first stepped on stage in January 2022.
I enrolled in a class offered by one of Seat-
tle’s greatest living comedy legends, Steph-
anie Nam, who has produced women-cen-
tered comedy showcases, open mics, and
a dating show. As a writer for the Seattle
Gay News, 1 discovered Nam while review-
ing one of her shows. I debated enrolling in
her course, but ultimately I took the plunge
when the realization that I would soon be
23 and thus decrepit pushed me into action.

I sat in my car the first night of class,
wondering if I should pretend I was sick.
My whole life, I'd sat at home and watched
stand-up specials. Raised on sitcoms, I

BY LINDSEY ANDERSON |
SGN STAFF WRITER

found that my first friends were written by
a group of coked-up white men in a studio
lot. Comedy was my dream. Now, with the
first step in front of me, I feared that leap-
ing would break my neck.

Inside, I met talented comedians and per-
formers like Molina Molina, who would
later become one of my best friends. I
realized that voicing my dreams out loud
wouldn’t make me crazy. Nam led me into
the light, and it was blinding.

I started attending open mics, like at The
Comedy Nest, not as a patron but as a par-
ticipant. I learned the secrets to the “biz,”
like that most comedians aren’t just riff-
ing ideas. That “spontaneous” joke was
rehearsed for months, sometimes years. I
also learned I’d need to get on stage sober.
For months, I’d order a drink and slurp it
down to hold the microphone without
trembling. Drinking before a show wasn’t
healthy for my liver or my bank account,
but eventually, I found my confidence.

Soon, I was booked for my first real
show, “Flock,” by Seattle’s super talented
Juno Men. Today, she is one of the biggest
names in PNW comedy, but on a hot Sep-
tember night in a crowded bar on Capitol
Hill, we were both fresh faces sharing the
first of many earnest conversations about
our dreams. In that chat, I referred to Juno
as my “comedy big sister,” and the moniker
stuck. Three years later, I still follow her
like an embarrassing toddler, screaming to
the world, “That’s my sister!”

I have found a cult-like community. Like
a church that worships the holy trinity of
Nathan Fielder, Maria Bamford, and daddy
Jon Stewart, strangers come together to
help one another, share a laugh, and give

a push when needed. When one friend
got top surgery, local comedians banded
together to make him meals during recov-
ery. Performers will also block out a full
Saturday to appear as an extra in a friend’s
short film and work together to promote
each other’s projects.

My friends in the Seattle comedy scene
pushed me when doubt crept in. One day,
Juno asked me to coproduce a show with
her. I had already turned down several pro-
duction offers, as I felt I wasn’t “there” yet,
but she showed me the ropes. There was
freedom in sharing something with the
world that you created. It also helped that
we sold out, and I only got my hair caught
in the stage curtains twice.

With the support of my friends and my
incredible partner, I started producing
my very own show. Inspired by my love
for Jon Stewart, I created a Queer-themed
news parody, “The Gayly Show.” Starring
my partner, [zy, and me as the front desk
“anchors,” we began poking fun at poli-
tics, Seattle locals, and the very industry
in which I make my livelihood. With the
2024 election approaching, I figured the
best way to celebrate the most anxiety-
inducing night of recent American history
was to produce the very first “Gayly Show.”
It was very successful, because it became
more nerve-wracking than the actual elec-
tion. By curtain call, we had a full house
and plenty of hijinks to pursue.

Comedy isn’t for everybody. Those with a
penchant for sanity tend to avoid the ordeal.
Many nights, I lie awake, fearing that I
won’t make anything of this “career,” that
I'm just making a fool of myself as time
slips away.

However, if nothing more comes of this,
if I never find fame or success or see my
name on the ending credits, it will still
have been worth it. I am no longer afraid to
speak. What I have to say is not profound
— it’s silly, and at least half of it is about
poop — but I’'ve found the voice to say it,
and I've found people to laugh with.

The more time I spend with comedians,
the harder it is to return to civilian life.
Funny people have a way of existing with-
out fear of judgment. Acquaintances start
conversations about hemorrhoids and dog
penises, and before you can judge, you real-
ize everything they’re saying is true.

As a child, I spent years going to church.
As an adult, Ive found friendship, commu-
nity, and family not in pews but in the itchy
seats and one-drink minimums of com-
edy clubs. Every moment I spend on stage,
whether crushing it or bombing, I'm grow-
ing. Comedy will always be worth it.

Okay, that’s enough sappy stuff; I'm
burning the light.

Lindsey Anderson is a Seattle-based
comedian, writer, and former fetus. She
has appeared in “Don’t Tell Seattle” and
“Funny or Die” and performed in the Wet
City Comedy Festival (Seattle), Laugh Riot
Girl Comedy Festival (LA), Mutiny Radio
Comedy Festival (SF), and HaHa Harvest
Festival (Portland). Her headlining hour,
“Former Fetus,” premiered at Hereaf-
ter on April 29. She is a producer of “The
Seattle Secret Show” and the co-creator of
“The Gayly Show.” You can catch her per-
forming regularly at Club Comedy Seattle
or Laughs Comedy Club, or listen to her
yap on the MIILF podcast.

We don’t march at Pride
— we secure it

BY OLIVER WEBB

At Diversity Alliance of the Puget Sound
(DAPS), we don’t march — we mobilize.
Our Securing Our Own People (SOOP)
teams are already boots on the ground for
over 10 events this Pride season, and we’ve
fully led health and safety at two. We show
up in bulletproof vests — not hi-vis —
because for our people, safety isn’t about
optics. It’s about survival.

SOOP is a majority Trans-led, fully
LGBTQIA+-led program providing aboli-
tionist security, medical, accessibility, and
communications support at events where
police presence endangers more than it
protects. Since 2018, we’ve secured over
200,000 people across Washington — from
Redmond and Woodinville to Sno Valley,
Seattle, and beyond.

This March, DAPS raised the Trans flag
over the Tacoma Dome for the first time —
a historic community collaboration. Weeks
later, during the Mayday USA counter-
protest, Seattle police assaulted our Trans
medical director while they were visibly
rendering aid at Cal Anderson Park. We
didn’t stay silent. We issued public state-
ments and are in ongoing meetings with
city officials. And we’re not backing down.

In 2025, SOOP formally merged with
DAPS, creating a unified, frontline non-
profit that integrates mutual aid, advo-
cacy, and community-based safety. We're
guided by a new board made up of former
DAPS board members, SOOP leadership,
organizers from other grassroots orgs, and
deeply rooted community members — and

we’re just getting started.

Across our programs, DAPS has sup-
ported thousands through mutual aid deliv-
eries, resource navigation, and peer-based
advocacy — from HRT kits and name-
change aid to housing referrals and court
support.

We don’t do Pride for attention. We do it

-+

for each other. And we’ll keep showing up
— because no one keeps us safe like com-
munity does.

Oliver Webb is the operations director of
the SOOP Program and advocacy director
of DAPS. More information is at https://
www.diversityallianceofthepugetsound.org.
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DJ Mixx America and DJ Summersoft
on Black queerness and musical
entitlement in the Seattle club scene

BY EVELYN ARCHIBALD
UW NEWS LABS

If you know what you’re looking for,
Seattle’s Queer club scene can take you
right to the night of your life. Among those
cultivating that electricity are local DJs
Mixx America and Summersoft, some of
the many Black and Queer entertainers
across the area who have become staples in
the community — even up against expecta-
tions of arbitrary palatability and pervasive
inequity in the industry.

Somnia Feral, known publicly as DJ
Mixx America, first started spinning at the
Central Washington University’s radio sta-
tion for a summer course credit when she
was 19. Now, she works as a resident DJ at
Queer/Bar, the Wildrose, and Chop Suey.
As a Black entertainer primarily DJing for
the Queer community, she said she’s felt
an imbalance in promotion, publicity, and
compensation.._

“I’ve been told behind the scenes — from
promoters that are honest with me — that
my cis, male, white counterparts are going
there and quoting them two and a half times
what I'm quoting,” Mixx told the SGN. “So
maybe that’s why I'm getting booked so
much, because I'm not asking for $300 to
walk in the building and do something that
Ilove.”

Mixx mentioned how there have been
weeks at a time when she’s worked night
after night, having to turn some venues
down, which she considers a blessing.

Music has always been a part of Mixx’s
life. It stuck with her through her mar-
riages, divorces, day jobs, departure from
school, and relocating. It wasn’t until a
decade ago when DJing became the career
move that made Mixx a name to know in
Seattle.

The club where Mixx jumped into
Seattle’s Queer community and began her
full-time DJing was Maxim’s, which has
since closed. It was owned by three Black
Lesbians, which was a comfort for Mixx,
who had just come out as a Lesbian, she

said. Queer venues were some of the first to
embrace her, and through word-of-mouth,
the news of her DJing skills spread, flood-
ing her with bookings of all sorts.

With that success, she was quit her day
job in the private sector and started her own
LLC, Mixx America, almost three years
ago.

An Oakland native who moved to Seat-
tle in 2019, DJ Summersoft told the SGN
that people in this city seem to pay more
attention to up-and-coming non-Black
musicians, particularly those who are
LGBTQIA+.

“I get a lot of pushback, sometimes, by
some people in the crowd when I'm play-
ing hip-hop in general,” Summersoft
said. “I think the interesting part of that
is that, when I came out [as Queer], this is
the music of my coming out, too. [ wasn’t
young in the club listening to pop music.”

Celebrating Blackness in the Seattle

club-music scene

Summersoft said that entitlement — the
expectation of what Queer music should
sound like — and the tunes themselves “go
hand in hand.” She noted how her style is
“all things soul” across genres, from hip-
hop to R&B, Afrobeats to disco, and every-
thing in between.

Mixx, similarly, said she wanted to “cut
her teeth” in the field as a Black woman
when she began her music career, and now
specializes in old-school hip-hop and R&B.
While the artists’ love and familiarity with
the music sets them apart from other local
talent, crowds still request younger, whiter,
ultra-pop artists, like Chappell Roan, even
on a night dedicated to their sets that high-
light Black culture.

Mixx said she won’t bend to that pres-
sure. She’s comfortable in her skin, confi-
dent in her craft, and has earned the respect
of her audience. But she has previously
mused as to whether she would be more

prolific or profitable if she quieted her artist
brain and altered both her appearance and
musical style. Ultimately, though, promot-
ers hire Mixx for her authentic self.

“I’'m not trying to be skinny. I'm not try-
ing to be young, I'm 45, and I'm okay with
that, I'm proud of that,” Mixx said. “I'm
going to cut my hair; I'm going to dye it
fuchsia. I'm going to do what the fuck I
want to do. I'm comfortable doing it like
that, and I also book 20 gigs a month doing
it just like that.”

Both Mixx and Summersoft are well-
established and unapologetic in their signa-
ture styles and have deep love for the ven-
ues and communities that have embraced
them. Nonetheless, they believe a hard con-
versation about race in the Seattle music
industry needs to be held.

“I have more skill — and that’s a fact,
Mixx said. “I know that there are DJs that
have less skill than me who are making
more money than me because they’re not
Black.”

While Seattle’s Queer entertainment
scene is fairly diverse, the lack of support
for Black-produced events and the prioriti-
zation of white Queer music creates com-
plications. Summersoft suggests that a per-
ceived lack of Black DJs might reflect audi-
ences self-selecting events and circles that
rarely promote Black entertainers more
than once a year for Pride.

That doesn’t mean Black-centered events
don’t exist in Seattle — Summersoft and
Mixx host one themselves with their friend

N
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and colleague Deejay Hershe called “Hella
Softies.” They started it in 2022 on Sum-
mersoft’s birthday, and it became a twice
annual show at the Wildrose: once in
December for her birthday and once in the
summer, often falling before Seattle’s Pride
weekend.

“The goal is to have a lot of Black folks,
or POC, or people who really enjoy our
music specifically, between the three of us,
coming out and filling up the Wildrose and
having it be a completely different energy,”
Summersoft said.

Summersoft and Mixx want the Seattle
club-music scene to cultivate that energy
and allow Black queerness to exist com-
fortably — not just this Pride, not just once
a month but consistently.

DJ Mixx America can be found during
Pride here:

June 25: Drag BINGO! @ Great

American Casino in Tukwila

June 26: Ladies Night @ Great

American Casino in Tukwila

June 27: Wildrose MainStage; Sapphic

@ Nectar Lounge

June 28: Real Queens of Eastlake @

Otter Bar; Unicorn

DJ Summersoft can be found here:

June 7: Hella Softies @ Wildrose with

Deelay Hershe & DJ Mixx America

June 15: Zaddy: A Dapper Day Party

(“Hella Softies” in collaboration with See

You at Honey)

June 20 & 21: Everett Pride

June 28: Wildrose Pride

CLASSIC
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Eckstein Middle School teacher
awarded for LGBTQIA+ work

BY IAN COON, ALLIANCE FOR EDUCATION

The Alliance for Education again gave
out almost $100K in awards this year to
principals and educators in Seattle Public
Schools who are advancing educational
justice and racial equity. One of those
teachers is Kels Isaacson, a special edu-
cation case manager at Eckstein Middle
School who was nominated and awarded
for their work supporting intersectional
students with disabilities who are part of
the Queer community (as is Kels).

This $3,000 will allow Kels to support
Eckstein Middle School’s student Rainbow
Society this coming school year, providing
it with the resources and opportunities it
needs and deserves.

“Kels understands the incredible impor-
tance of moving past a fixed mindset to
one of action and understanding,” a parent

Book Today. Dates fill fast.

who nominated Kels for the award said.
“He creates an inclusive environment for
all students and supports their needs while
also advocating for them to be responsible
adolescents. He showed enormous care
in advocating for my daughter while also
sharing personal experiences about his
Queer identity. Sharing one’s own lived
experiences as a teacher takes courage, and
it can make all the difference in a middle
schooler’s identity. He stands up and advo-
cates for all his students in a fair and just
manner. He can relate to these students,
understands their anxieties, and he treats
all with compassion.”

For more information on the award,
visit allianceded.org/2025/06/meet-the-
2025-swain-weaver-award-winning-edu-
cators.

Make an entrance with jaw-dropping arrangements to your favorite songs.

206 948 9033 | windsongtrio.com | f/windsongclassicaltrio

TICKETS ON
SALE NOW!
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Experience the magic:
Pacific County’s rural Pride
celebration will transform you

BY JOVON VAUGHN

CHIEF COORDINATOR, PACIFIC COUNTY PRIDE

When someone vandalized our Pride flag
and destroyed our garden pots in June of
2024, they probably thought they’d scare
us into silence. Instead, they accidentally
created “the Gayest house in Raymond” —
our fabulous response that became a bea-
con for every Queer person who needed to
see that they belonged here.

That’s Pacific County Pride in a nutshell:
we don’t just survive adversity, we bedazzle
it and turn it into community magic.

After moving here in 2021, I joined co-
founders Jeff Karnatz and Jessica Porter in
2022 to expand what had become a grass-
roots phenomenon. Our mission to “love
the hate out of Raymond” has grown into
something extraordinary: a movement
spanning two cities, with drag extravagan-
zas that would make RuPaul weep with
pride.

This year’s June 21-22 celebration fea-
tures the crown jewel: drag shows hosted
by The Ladi Vixxen that have become our
absolute highlight, proving that rural Pride
doesn’t just survive but serves looks with
sequins on.

The numbers tell our incredible story.
Our faithful sponsors Inatai Foundation,
CHOICE Health, and Crisis Support Net-
work have believed in us since 2022, and
are now joined by over 75 donations from
local businesses and community members
who’ve made this year our most supported
yet.

But the real magic happens watching
families drive hours to see drag perfor-
mances that leave everyone screaming with
joy, or witnessing 82-year-old Doug learn
to be the perfect grandpa to his newly out

grandson.

Pacific County isn’t Seattle or Portland
— we’re something better. We're proof that
love grows everywhere, especially in log-
ging towns where flannel meets feathers
and everyone goes home feeling fabulous.
Our celebration happens where ancient
Douglas firs provide natural confetti and
the Willapa River reflects rainbow flags
like nature intended.

We’ve learned that rural accessibility
means scheduling around fishing sea-
sons, partnering with affirming churches,
and understanding that when your near-
est Starbucks is an hour away, community
becomes everything. Our programming
reflects this through quilting circles where
PFLAG parents collaborate with drag per-
formers, youth spoken word performances
about growing up Queer in logging towns,
and volunteer firefighters rocking rainbow
suspenders.

As I transition from coordinator to cheer-
leader, the grassroots investment continues
exploding. Our drag shows have become
legendary — The Ladi Vixxen brings per-
formances that transform our small-town
venues into glittering temples of joy, where
everyone leaves feeling ten feet tall and
absolutely fabulous.

This year, Pride is more vital than ever.
In times when our rights and visibility
face increasing challenges, Pacific County
stands as proof that love wins loudest in
unexpected places. We need you here,
whether you’re driving from Seattle or
walking from next door, because every per-
son who shows up makes our message of
hope stronger.

Join us June 21-22. Come for the drag
shows that will leave you gagging, stay for
the community that will make you family.

Pacific County chose hope over hate.
Now we’re BOLDY GAY, BOLDLY
RURAL, and BOLDLY UNSTOPPABLE.

Be part of the magic!

More information is at www.pacific-
countypride.com and www.facebook.com/
PacificCountyPride.

Stitched by the Starz:

Sustainable handcrafted fashion

BY CECE PALMER

My bestie Audrey Forbes and I are Queer
women who own a sustainable fashion
brand called Stitched by the Starz. Every
design is consciously curated and hand-
crafted with local, upcycled materials. We
transmute trash into wearable art as an act
of reclamation.

Our designs also serve as a medium for
healing and transformation, turning our
experiences of growing up in poverty into a
powerful expression of resilience, both per-
sonal and collective.

Rooted in the belief that fashion can be
a force for change, Stitched by the Starz

blends sustainability with storytelling. The
brand’s mission is to reimagine what would
become landfill waste and curate collec-
tions that celebrate individuality and care
for the planet.

Through vending at our favorite local
parks and markets, Stitched by the Starz
creates an inclusive and affirming space
where people of all sizes, shapes, and iden-
tities can discover clothing that celebrates
their authentic selves — free from the pres-
sure of commercial beauty standards and
capitalistic spending habits.

We recognize the inherent worth and

uniqueness of each person we serve. Our
deep belief in the talents and aspirations of
our community means we turn first to them
for models, photographers, makeup artists,
and collaborators of all kinds. Our success
is a shared journey, one that would not be
possible without them. As we grow, we are
proud to grow stronger, together.

Stitched by the Starz is vending on June
14 at On the Block Seattle, a creative mar-
ketplace with crafts made by local artists.
Follow on Instagram @Stitched.by.the.
Starz.

New Seattle’s Trans film festival
adds to 20-year history

BY SOPHIE AMITY, STUFF

The inaugural Seattle Trans Under-
ground Film Festival (STUFF), by and for
Trans people, is planned for October 17-19
at the Northwest Film Forum. Its purpose is
to support Trans film and its production by
connecting Trans filmmakers to their audi-
ences and to celebrate Trans lives by show-
ing their stories through film.

We’re excited to program films by and/or
about Trans people across all genres, con-
tinuing a 20-year history of annual Trans-

gender film festivals in Seattle. We’re super
excited to be a platform for local Queer
films!

We’re still in the selection process, and
film submissions are still open on our web-
site (www.seattletransfilmfest.org). We’ll
have sneak peeks ready in September, but
attendees can expect three days of Trans
joy, suspense, drama, and comedy on
Capitol Hill, celebrating that we are still
here and will not be silenced, even during

SHAPPEMNING
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BER 17-1, 2075

the ongoing attempts to remove our self-
expression from public discourse.

We’ll also be having an accompany-
ing social event or two over that weekend
nearby, for attendees to revel together and
enjoy each other’s company.

For more information,
go to www.seattletransfilmfest.org.
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Largest LGBTQIA+
hockey tournament in
the world expands player

opportunities

BY CALVIN JAY EMERSON

When Steven Thompson and Joey Gale
started the Seattle Pride Classic in 2020
(moved to 2021 due to COVID-19), it was
the world’s largest LGBTQIA+ hockey
tournament. This year it had 20 teams,
which required scheduling, supporting, and
suiting up a whopping 280 players.

For this year’s fifth edition (which took
place June 6-8), a “social conference” was
introduced, in which only exhibition games
are held and there are no team eliminations
or winners. This simpler approach was
often requested by a growing number of
participants.

“I was raised in Michigan, so I've been
skating since I was ten,” said Lexi, a wing
player for Edie’s Enforcers, a team in the
social conference. “You can play in leagues

that have Stanley Cup levels of pressure
anywhere, but here, it can be just all about
the fun.”

When launching the Seattle Pride Clas-
sic, COVID-19 was a citywide concern,
and the founders knew that the more play-
ers they brought together, the harder it
would be to ensure everyone’s safety. So
they chose to start small by creating four
teams that had a total of 56 players, with
each team named after an Queer icon.

After the first year’s success, Thompson
and Gale found that there were consis-
tently more players interested in joining
than there would be open slots on any given
team. This meant that the Pride Classic had
the opportunity to expand over the last five
years, now reaching 20 teams.

FTT g
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On the competitive side, the generous
spirit of the tournament left enough room
for two winners, who had their names
etched onto a pair of silver trophies, each
decorated with rainbow hockey sticks.

“We all grew up without something like
this in our lives, and as adults now, we want
a space where it feels safe to come out and
play with each other on the ice, with team-

HOCKEY ASSOCIATION

COURTESY SEATTLE PRIDE HOCKEYASOCIATION

QERIDE

——

mates who understand who we are,” Gale
said. “There’s also something instinctive,
almost intuitively joyful about celebrating
Pride, and you see it on the rink and in the
locker rooms. You see it on people’s faces.”

For more information, visit www.seat-
tlepridehockey.org/classic.

Red Panda Muay Thai teaches
Seattle’s Queer community safety
techniques and mutual support

BY KELLEN HARDCASTLE

If you’re walking through a park this
summer and see a gaggle of people glee-
fully kicking and punching (and kneeing
and elbowing) each other, you may have
stumbled across the Red Pandas!

Red Panda Muay Thai martial arts school,
which first opened its doors in August of
2024, is dedicated to teaching the art of
Muay Thai, with a focus on serving the
expansive Queer and Trans community.

Muay Thai (Thai kickboxing) is often
considered the most effective stand-up
striking art — and it’s also a great full-
body workout. Training consists of learn-
ing how to effectively throw and defend
against a variety of strikes, footwork drills,
clinching (stand-up grappling), punching
bag and pad rounds, live sparring, condi-
tioning, and more. At Red Panda, emphasis
is placed on consent, control, and learning
proper techniques.

In this political climate, in which many
Queer, Trans, and other marginalized
people are struggling with mental health
and often feel unsafe and unaccepted, the
benefits of self-defense training can include
increased endorphins, improved confi-
dence, practicing nervous system regula-
tion, and the opportunity to join a wonder-
fully supportive community.

As founding coach Abby said, “It has
been my experience that there has always
been a shortage of spaces to safely train
martial arts for those who come from vari-
ous marginalized communities. This was
upheld by a one-size-fits-all approach to
training, which I have to admit was incred-
ibly toxic in the expectations of what each
student should have to go through in order
to ‘survive’ the process ... and turn a casual
hobbyist into a “fighter.’

“I found a different way forward when I
went to Thailand and connected with the
sport at its point of origin and discovered
how playful and whimsical the professional
practitioners were in both attitude and
approach.

“I started Red Panda knowing it was pos-
sible to alter some of the most toxic aspects
of commercial training that shut people out
at entry level and replace them with prac-
tices that centered consent and an aware-
ness of trauma, as well as the many differ-
ent types of needs that potential students

might have. Basically, breaking the one-
size-fits-all [approach] and replacing it with
a curriculum that held space for the many
sizes that different folks might require.”

Many Trans people who wished to or
used to train in martial arts before tran-
sitioning have finally been able to find a
gym to train at that actively supports them,
including many people from out of town,
who have been able to join the space to par-
ticipate in tournaments. For many, combat
sports can be a practice in fully embodying
oneself.

Lily’s story

One visiting fighter, Lily, shared her story:
“I got beaten up a lot as a kid but didn’t start
training martial arts until my early twenties.
I ended up training Muay Thai in rural Isan
in Thailand. My gym offered me a fight, and
although I got beaten up, it was one of the
best nights of my life.

“I had spent a lot of time before that fight
feeling really dissociated from my body
— as someone who did not know I was a
woman, I did not process what I was feeling
as gender dysphoria. I was just like “Well, I
hate every part of my physical form.’

“But the first time I fought, I was so pres-
ent and unmasked, grounded and unself-
conscious, and just there in a way that I'm
not in most of my life. I fell in love with it.
I was able to fight 12 times in Thailand at
funerals, high schools, and local holiday cel-
ebrations. I had eight wins and four losses.

“However, the gym I trained at treated
me as a kind of a novelty who they could
have fight anyone for a little extra money.
They didn’t give me any training, and they
were not uplifting or encouraging me in
any way. The worst mismatch I had, I got a
severe concussion. [So] I identified that the
risks outweighed the benefits, and decided
to train for fun back in the States.

“Unfortunately, at every gym I tried, the
vibes went from being actively hate-crimed
to just... not great. Fighting was for years
something that I did in spite of all of the
discomfort that I had to endure, so eventu-
ally, I stopped.

“Seven years later, I found Red Panda
when I saw an Instagram post for a Queer/
Trans Muay Thai tournament. [I] figured,
with my ring experience, I could be a fun

first or second fight for someone as some sort
of midlevel henchwoman. However, after
being matched with an experienced oppo-
nent, I asked to join Red Panda’s fight camp.

“I wasn’t expecting to socialize— I'm
awkward and my experience at gyms had
not been great — but people just kept being
really brave and unmasked and vulnerable
in that space, and I kept seeing that be mod-
eled and positively reinforced during fight
camp. Getting to do this thing that I had
always loved in a space that felt warm, col-
laborative, and encouraging — it’s genu-
inely been life-changing and a radical shift
for me in how combat sports can be prac-
ticed, taught, and learned.

“It’s the best gym I've gotten to train
at! (Though perhaps I'm biased since I've
coached there myself!)”

Mutual support

Lily lives in California but is not the only
fighter to travel from out of state, with sev-
eral competitors traveling internationally
for the opportunity to safely compete. For
those who are able to stay and train at Red
Panda, what sets it apart from other gyms
is the strong sense of community and sup-
port that members give each other. As one
of Red Panda’s fighters, C, shared:

“Coach Abby emphasizes having a non-
hierarchical culture, where everyone is
a coach to everyone else, and we can all
advocate about our training needs to each
other. In addition to fighting and competing
with Red Panda, I’ve also had the privilege

ODWS KNEES ONTHE HEAVY BAG
OURTESY KELLEN HARDCASTLE

of getting to corner for my teammates as
well during their fights!

“Fighting and training can often feel
lonely and isolating, but at Red Panda, we
treat it like the team sport that it is. Every
successful fighter has a strong support team
behind them, and getting to coach and
cheer for each other and help each other
improve is a big part of what makes Red
Panda so comfortable for me.”

Red Panda has another fight event com-
ing up in August in conjunction with sev-
eral other Queer- and Trans-centered mar-
tial arts organizations, so fighters will soon
be starting upping the intensity and regu-
larity of their training.

Fighting is optional, though, and there
are always supporting roles, such as refer-
eeing, timekeeping, and coaching. Beyond
opportunities to test our skills, Red Panda
members are also looking forward to a
summer of community events, such as
BBQs, beach hangs, movie nights, and of
course, training together.

Red Panda is on Instagram at @red-
pandaboxing, and is soon to be relocated
near the light rail station on Capitol
Hill. Red Panda offers both beginner and
advanced classes. Operating under a cul-
ture of consent, all exercises are opt-in and
modifiable. Free trial classes are available
as well as sliding-scale memberships, and
loaner gear is available at the gym.

VISIT US ONLINE SGN.ORG

JUNE 13, 2025

SGN 11



_P[RIND £ [FlEs

CAPITOL HILL

PRESENTED BY A DELTA

SAT 6.28

FOUR STAGES ALL AGES FREE

FAMILY PRIDE

RAINDUY

H PRIDE

D)) '
\ \

YOUT

\R A b

A A

FIVE BLOCKS OF BROADWAY + CAL ANDERSON
ADELTA jroaddAY  Qintrepid

. W SEATTLE

Virginia Mason
Franciscan Health

+
LGBTQ+ e
rrrrrrrrrrrr

Gi<. @ SAFEWAY () :E ity

NorthCoast

LON.
B Socice W 3
coordinatedcare. EERAIE: N -

e -

A




P [RIND E [FEl s T

SEATTLE CENTER

PRESENTED BY A DELTA

SUN 6.29

THREE STAGES ALL AGES

MORGAN MCMICHAELS

QURLY & COWBOY FEAT. PURPLE LEMONADE
FIGGY BABY JUDAS JOE MANSON AS LADY GAGA

A DELTA

W SEATTLE amazon



Jonathan Mathews an¢
A Queer Thai entrepreneurin Seattle

BY MADISON JONES

Few can claim the same level of talent
and skill as Jonathan Mathews, a local inte-
rior designer, a leader in event design and
planning, and a producer of high-quality
events with culinary delights and crafted
spirits. Through his design group, Kwan-
chai, Mathews has steadily built a career
of being a jack of all trades and providing
exquisite experiences.

Located in Queen Anne, Kwanchai offers
services from real estate staging to event
catering with its own line of vodka. Past cli-
ents include Microsoft, the Tacoma Opera,
and the University of Washington, among
others. Its catering is inspired by interna-
tional flavors. For instance, last December,
at the Society of Professional Journalists
award ceremony, Kwanchai catered an

array of delicious Middle Eastern dishes.

Mathews stressed the importance of hav-
ing flexibility with clients in his line of
work.

“I always want to work within the budget
given,” he told the SGN.

As a Queer man, Mathews is active in
Seattle’s LGBTQIA+ spaces. Back in 2010,
the SGN covered an event he helped orga-
nize called “Night FantAsia,” which cel-
ebrated the Asian Queer community.

Mathews said the task of organizing
those types of events has evolved since
then. Once, they drew more buzz, but he’s
noticed how people nowadays are more
averse to attending large-scale events due
to higher operational costs, with many
nonprofits focusing on smaller fundraising

The Seattle TAT Clothing Swap hosts
regular events where Trans people can
come and “shop” for all the gender-affirm-
ing clothes, shoes, accessories, and other
things that their heart desires — all for
free, powered by a community donation.

These events — typically 3-4 a year —
feature racks upon racks of clothing dona-
tions that have been washed and sorted by
our volunteer team. Swap locations vary:
our last few have been at Seattle Open Arts
Place, which has been an amazing host and
a great venue.

It’s such a privilege to be a place where
Trans people can come and get all the
clothes to their heart’s content to fill out
their closet with gender-affirming clothing
without worrying about cost, since that can
be such a barrier to so many of us, mak-

Where to fill your closet with gender-
affirming clothes: T4T Clothing Swap

BY SOPHIE AMITY, SEATTLE T4T CLOTHING SWAP

ing the process a much slower and more
gradual. Those who’ve already got a closet
that feels good to them can always get fresh
things. We never want cost to be a barrier
to anyone’s transition or presentation, so we
are so happy to be able to help make that
happen.

Having been in operation since early
2022, we have seen a real need for some-
thing like this in our community, and have
been happy that a lot of other Trans cloth-
ing events have popped up around the city
in recent years.

People can get involved by emailing seat-
tletdtswap@gmail.com or joining our mail-
ing list at bit.ly/t4tswaplist. They can also
get notified about new events via our Insta-
gram or Bluesky accounts @seattletdtswap.

events instead, he said.

Continuing to find ways to serve the com-
munity, Mathews said he’s become a board
member of the Journey Project, a local
nonprofit that helps unhoused and formerly
incarcerated people find supportive ser-
vices. He highlighted how the organization
explicitly works to include Trans people
experiencing hardship.

Through his business, Mathews finds
new ways to connect with his clients.
Inspired by his mother’s recipes and hav-
ing been born in Thailand, he’s been work-
ing on My Thai Country Cookbook, with
which he intends to share more accessible
ways for people to enjoy Thai cuisine while
honoring dietary restrictions.

He said that his Thai heritage has played
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COURTESY JONATHAN MATHEWS

a large role in influencing his entrepreneur-
ial work on a broader scale. As a culmina-
tion of his business vision, client interest,
and launch of his new cookbook, Mathews
will lead a “Kulinary Treasures of Thai-
land” tour, showcasing its rich food tradi-
tions, on October 13-23, 2025. The tour
will cover several cities, including Bang-
kok and Chiang Mai.

“It will combine the beauty, history, and
adventures of Thailand with the tastes and
flavors that make the cuisine so unique,”
according to the tour announcement.

More information about Kwanchai can
be found at https://kwanchai.net/home.

Ly . S :
Sontody (pents phesents

14 SGN

JUNE 13, 2025

CELEBRATING 51 YEARS!



"o R T T

el XN Ly P
TR
'.';ii'f‘:" Fie’s ik

| Awalkfrun to benefit homeless pets

 Studio Tour

2025¢

; 'J""'-#’ N

L W
. L =%

154

psted*Cannabis

Registered Patients

EDMONDSARTSTUDIOTOUR COM

Funded in part by the Edmonds Arts Commission Tourism Promotion Award through City of Edmonds Lodging Tax Funds

There's No Place Like

Homeward Pet

Saturday, Sept 13, 2025
Wilmot Gateway Park
10:30am

Reglster Now
so you don’t forget!

bit.ly/hpac-5k




jewelry for
lovers

lapistacoma.com

TS OK TO GET
A LITTLE DIRTY!

Gather the friends for an epic day of creativity

at Pottery Northwest! Whether it's a private party
or team-building event, our ceramics studio

is the perfect place to unleash your inner artist e
and create unforgettable memories!

JevyafE LEARN MORE:

POTTERY

NUHTHWEST

want gay hair?
come to hatch.

O

aln

4527 Rainier Ave S

Seattle, WA O

hatchhairandcompany.com

e .—..—.—1.

-'.' =7 v*

BIG SR - BUACKW -
DESHe s ESEN: -
~+ GDGOS  JERMAINE  RAFAEL

|1 IIIIS'I'EI!I BY LALA III AND lllSIIlII FlIiHES
_SATURD . JUNEF2BIGISUNDAYFIUNET2S

' SEATTLE WA - CUFFCOMPLEX COM




The Co-0p Funeral Home
of People’s Memorial:
Dignified deathcare for a
diverse community

BY BRENDAN DIEFFENBACH

When you die, who do you want taking
care of you? It’s not something anyone
wants to think about, but as Queer people,
especially in the current climate, it is a con-
sideration that we don’t have the luxury to
ignore.

Will those you leave behind — partners,
children, chosen family — have to deal
with a funeral home that invalidates your
identity or the value of your relationships?
And how do you make sure your final
wishes are respected, especially if your
legal next-of-kin doesn’t support you?

Please know that we at the Co-Op
Funeral Home of People’s Memorial want
to help you with these questions. We are a
not-for-profit, established in 2007, moti-
vated solely by our desire to provide digni-
fied, equitable, and inclusive deathcare for
the people we serve.

In conjunction with the People’s Memo-
rial Association, the oldest funeral con-
sumer advocacy organization in the nation,
we provide the highest quality of care at the
lowest costs we can manage. Our diverse
staff comes from all parts of the Queer
community, and we understand where you
are coming from. We like to joke that we’re
the Queerest funeral home in the country
by volume, but honestly, it’s probably true.

We offer traditional burial, green burial,

Seattle
4411 Wallingford Ave N,
206-535-6920

cremation, alkaline hydrolysis, and natural
organic reduction. We refuse no questions
and are happy to help you in any way we
can to make sure you feel secure in how
you will be cared for after death.

Additionally, we also offer low-cost tis-
sue retrieval for those who have had gen-
der-affirming surgery or other surgical pro-
cedures and would like to keep the tissue
that has been removed. You may not know
this, but according to most hospitals’ poli-
cies, surgically removed tissue generally
must be returned to you through a funeral
home. It’s strange, we know, but that’s why
we feel it’s important to offer this service
affordably to our community, so you can
feel confident calling a funeral home that
both understands the process and will
share in your joy.

To learn more about the Co-Op Funeral
Home, visit www.funerals.coop or call
206-529-3800. To learn more about the
People’s Memorial Association, its advo-
cacy, and how you can become a member

and support its work, visit www.peoples-
memorial.org..
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Hatch: Columbia City’s Queer-
owned and gender-affirming
hair salon and barbershop

BY SAVANNAH ROSA

Hatch Hair & Co. is a Queer-owned hair
salon and barbershop in the Columbia City
neighborhood of Seattle. It is home to a
talented team of independent stylists, each
bringing their unique expertise and passion
to the studio. From haircuts and advanced
coloring techniques to barbering, it offers
services tailored to every client’s style and
needs.

As a Bisexual barber, I know firsthand
how traditional salons and barbershops
haven’t always felt like the most welcoming
spaces. That’s why I joined Hatch — a safe
space built on inclusivity, expression, and
genuine connection.

JUNE TRAMS PRIDE SEATTLE
27
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SPILLED TEA PRIDE DAMCE PARTY
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SEATTLE STORM PRIDE GAME
1 FULL COURT... A POST STORM: GAME

v SUMMERSORT & GIUEEN SATIVA

I began my barbering journey in 2023,
driven by the passion to create a welcom-
ing environment where everyone can feel
safe, seen, and truly respected. I specialize
in gender-affirming haircuts, clipper cuts,
beard trims paired with an essential oil-
infused hot towel, and straight razor neck
finishes.

At Hatch, my goal is simple: to make
sure you feel confident, comfortable, and
cared for in my chair. I truly value our time
together and can’t wait to meet you.

Visit www.hatchhairandcompany.com
for more information.

HIEROPHANT

BUT TERBEE

COURTESY SAVANNAH ROSA

A glass
for every
occaslion.

Taste a diverse selection of award-winning
botanically infused mead.
Find us on south Whidbey Island and at
Seattle Farmers Markets.

HIEROPHANT

MEADERY

5586 Double Bluff Road « Freeland, Washington
HierophantMeadery.com
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We were told smoking was cool.

We believed it.
Big Tobacco targeted our

community for decades and built
this system to keep us hooked.

We're breaking that cycle.
Together.

QUITTING |
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ol

A
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Happy Pride
from the Athenian!

206-624-7166 - ATHENIANSEATTLE.COM

SEAFOOD RESTAURANT AN BAR
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ATHEN]AN

HOURS | MON, TUE, THU 10-6 ° FRI & SAT 10-7 *+ SUNDAY 10-4 - HAPPY HOUR 3-CLOSE DAILY (EXCEPT SUNDAY) * CLOSED WEDNESDAYS

_ Plan Your
Perfect Getaway F

LakeChelan.com E




How the Seattle Tennis Alliance
is building community through
LGBTQIA+-inclusive sports

BY FRASER KERR
UW NEWS LAB

On a weekend afternoon in April at the
Amy Yee Tennis Center in Seattle, a group
of eight gathered to play mixed doubles.
Some had been playing tennis for many
years, while for others, this was one of the
first times they had picked up a racket. This
social event is hosted weekly by the Seattle
Tennis Alliance (STA), an LGBTQ+ club
that aims to bring people together through
playing the sport at all levels.

“I thought that we had a great turnout last
Sunday,” Andrew Zarate, event coordina-
tor, told the SGN. “We had two new drop-in
players, one of them a beginner, and sev-
eral of our regulars showed up. Our weekly
social doubles events are pretty popular,
and it’s a great way to meet other players
around your level or even across different
playing levels.”

The STA is a nonprofit volunteer group
that has existed for over 35 years, begin-
ning as a collection of friends playing ten-
nis in Capitol Hill in the 1980s. The club
now serves over 100 active members in the
Seattle area.

Beyond the social events, the STA also
participates in a variety of club and cup
competitions as a registered organization
of the United States Tennis Association.
As STA President Ian Guenther explained
to the SGN, accommodating members from
all backgrounds and capabilities is a pri-
mary objective for the club.

“I get emails constantly from people that
are like, ‘Hey, I just wanna start. I haven’t
played [tennis] before,”” Guenther said.

Active STA members can guide new ones
on advancing to a skill level they are com-
fortable with, Guenther noted. Through
membership, players not only compete
but also make deeper connections through
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Seattle Basketball Club: Fostering

travel and participation on the STA board.

“We can really help guide you, and we
can get you slotted in the right place so that
you feel comfortable,” Guenther added.

A transplant from Philadelphia, Guen-
ther had been on a nine-year break from
tennis during which he “lost being in
touch” with the sport.

“When I moved out here, everyone had
mentioned a ‘Seattle freeze,” that you're not
going to be able to make any friends. You
really need to kind of put yourself out there
into an organization” he said.

Looking online to make some connec-
tions, Guenther said he was surprised to
discover the STA, as he was unaware that
an organization like that existed. After a
couple of STA events, Guenther decided to
become more involved with the club, mak-
ing the jump to the board as vice president
and then to his current position.

“I'm on a couple of other boards. I work
in the nonprofit world, and so I thought it
was another great opportunity,” Guenther
said. “To just become more well-rounded,
get more engaged with the group that I
thought I could have an impact with, and I
took the opportunity from there.”

Increasing the numbers

One of the main near-future goals for
the organization is improving membership
numbers and relations within the club.

“I’d like us to continue to grow our mem-
bership, and in particular our women’s and
Genderqueer community, and continue to
hold more diverse events for our members,”
Neesha Pinnaduwage, a board member,
told the SGN.

Guenther shared similar thoughts on
the hope for added exposure. Growing the
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friendships on and off the court

BY KELLY SAGNELLA

ON BEHALF OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

At the Seattle Basketball Club (SBC), we
believe that sport is more than competition
— it’s community, connection, and collec-
tive joy. Founded with the mission of pro-
viding Seattle’s LGBTQIA+ community
and its allies with a fun, inclusive, and well-
organized recreational basketball experi-
ence, the SBC has grown into a vibrant hub
where people of all identities come together
to play, laugh, and belong.

The SBC isn’t just about what happens on
the court. It’s about the friendships forged,
the leadership cultivated, and the sense of
safety and visibility that every player, ref,
and volunteer brings. Our league actively
affirms players of all identities and is a

space where everyone is welcome, cel-
ebrated, and safe.

In a world that can feel increasingly hos-
tile to LGBTQIA+ people, the SBC is a
joyful, rebellious act of community care.
Whether it’s cheering each other on from
the sidelines, showing up for teammates
beyond the court, or organizing events that
bring players together, our league proves
that Queer excellence thrives in every
bounce, pass, and play.

We are proud to represent what it looks
like when love, leadership, and basketball
collide, and we’re always looking to grow
our circle!

membership has been a challenge for the
STA. Guenther explained that similar clubs
in places like Vancouver have nearly three
times the membership-than Seattle does.
The “Seattle freeze” has been considered
a reason for the struggle. “I think it just is
a little bit tougher here with culture and
keeping people engaged,” Guenther noted.

Relationship building

Guenther said that STA is intent on build-
ing relationships with businesses in the
community. The club is currently seeking
sponsorships and donations through its
website.

“We especially want to be a part of the
community so that we can bring business
to other LGBTQ companies, we can have a
name in the community,” he said.

The association is one of more than
30 LGBTQ+ sports leagues in Seattle,
according to the United States Gay Sports
Network. These leagues provide an outlet
and a safe space to engage in both fun and
competitive play across a variety of sports.
The club’s main demographic are those
who identify as LGBTQIA+, but STA
welcomes anyone who wants to engage in
focused social activity and seeks connec-
tion through sports.

In addition to tennis socials, club teams,

REVEL
REVOLUTION

and hosting local, regional, and national
events, the club has volunteered for charity
food drives and community kitchens in the
Seattle area.

The STA has many events this year, and
will host the Seattle Classic tournament at
the University of Washington on August
22-24.

“It is an international tournament that
anybody can sign up for,” Guenther said.
“We cap out around 120-130 players every
year in the past, and we’ve had about eight
countries represented.”

This will be the 31st year that the STA is
hosting the classic, and events will be held
in both singles and doubles for all genders
across five separate divisions of competi-
tion. Furthermore, the organization will
host two regional cup tournaments this
August against players from Vancouver
(BC), Portland, San Francisco, Los Ange-
les, and San Diego, according to board
member Andrew Zarate.

Those interested in learning more about
the STA and upcoming events can follow it
on Instagram at @SeattleTennisAlliance
and checkout its website at www.seat-
tletennisalliance.org.

PEDAL
PLAY
AND TRANSFORM

Sunday, June 29
Lake Sammamish Trail
14.5 or 27 miiles

8 a.m.

RIDE BEFORE PRIDE !

o Cascade

BICYCLE CLUB

VISIT US ONLINE SGN.ORG
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Imperial Sovereign Court
of Seattle donations

BY KYL LEDBETTER

The Imperial Sovereign Court of Seattle,
along with the support of the community,
was very happy to be able to donate $2,500
to Peer Seattle and $2,500 to Lambert
House. Both these organizations provide
valuable services to the LGBTQ commu-
nity.

Lambert House specifically focuses on
the LGBTQ youth that are at risk. Peer

ck
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Seattle has a wide range of services for
those impacted by addiction, mental health,
and/or HIV. Our being able to assist in
these difficult times is a win for the entire
community.

Kyl Ledbetter is on the board of directors
of the Imperial Sovereign Court of Seattle.
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HARLEQUIN
visit: HarlequinProductions.org
Or call: 360-786-0151
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RENT is presented through special arrangement with Music Theatre International (MTI)
All authorized performance materials are also provided by MTI - www.mtishows.com

Union announces annual Pride
Block Party to celebrate the
LGBTQ+ community

PRESS RELEASE

SEATTLE (June 5, 2025) — The Union
Pride Block Party, for guests 21+, will fea-
ture bars (indoors and outdoors), DJs, music
videos, and more in the heart of the “gaybor-
hood.” Free entry (no cover charge!) is pro-
vided courtesy of the owners of Union.

When and where
e Friday, June 27,4 p.m.to 2 a.m;
East Union between 10th & 11th

e Saturday, June 28, 12 p.m. to 2 a.m;
entrance at 11th & East Union
Sunday, June 29, 12 p.m. to 2 a.m.

Christian
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Church

AN OPEN AND
AFFIRMING CONGREGATION

Join us for worship Sundays at 10:30 a.m.

Hold your wedding, special event or
meeting in one of our 6 venues

allpilgrims.org

Details

The street will be closed to allow the
community to celebrate at this free outdoor
event. Bars will serve adult beverages for
your enjoyment! DJs will mix the tunes and
videos for you to dance and celebrate Pride
all weekend!

Please remember good party etiquette:
NO outside containers
ALL bags subject to inspection
21 and over/ID required
NO smoking
NO firearms
NO negativity! Come and enjoy!

Find us at the corner of
Broadway and Republican
Streets on Capitol Hill
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Making
Peace with
Your Journey

Feel hurt or constrained by
your religious past? Join
Center for Spiritual Living
Seattle for a grace-filled
Enu r;ey Fromhwaunhding to
reedom — fthroug

Jotlly storytelling, prayer, and
sacred process.

0
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Find more

inspiring classes at . " .
sprimalivingorgy  R€claim the Divine

spark within.

Class runs weekly
June 25 - July 9
online.

CELEBEARATE

: ~ BETSY OLSON BAND
sun jun 29 DI sofiiak ST AR

DJ Ricki'Leigh

DJ Reeces Pieces

DJ Kennady
DJ Yaddy

Deelay Hershe
DJ Summersoft




NEW RISING SUN & THIRD STONE PRESENT

VWMMERSHOOT

ARTS & MUSIC FESTIVAL AUGUST 30 & 31 LABOR DAY WEEKEND AT SEATTLE CENTER

SATURDAY AUG 30TH

WEEZER suesuue: + CAR SEAT HEADREST + BRIGHT EYES
THE BUDOS BAND - INDIGO DE SOUZA  TANK AND THE BANGAS

PRETTY GIRLS MAKE GRAVES - PATTIE GONIA - SAY SHE SHE
HEY, NOTHING - QUASI - SCOWL - GREAT GRANDPA - KYLE DION

MADISON MCFERRIN - J.R.C.C. - TEZATALKS - ZOOKRAUGHT
AMELIA DAY & THE CLOVES - BIBLIOTEKA - COFFIN BREAK - LIV VICTORINO
TWO MINUTE HATE - FOOT OX - FLEETWOOD SNACK

SUNDAY AUG 315T

AURORA - JANELLE MONAE « SYLVAN ESSO
DIGABLE PLANETS &iowourcome , TENNIS - SABA

THE LINDA LINDAS - BOB THE DRAG QUEEN:: - REAL ESTATE
THE MURDER CITY DEVILS - FRANKIE AND THE WITCH FINGERS

SPELLLING - FAT DOG - BEBE STOCKWELL - THE ARMY, THE NAVY
PETRA HADEN - MEGA CAT - DAY SOUL EXQUISITE - AVERY COCHRANE
SMALL PAUL - THE JAWS OF BROOKLYN - VIC DAGGS Il - WEEP WAVE
VIKA & THE VELVETS - SCHOOL OF ROCK SEATTLE

Fashion District, Recess District, Witch Temple, Pole Pavilion, Cat Circus,
Free-Range Artists, Comedy Coop, Large-Scale Sculpture, Culinary Arts + More

Q) seattecenter TICKETS AT BUMBERSHOOT.COM )




